
  

CONSULATE  

GENERAL OF INDIA,  

FRANKFURT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIEDRICH-EBERT-ANLAGE 26, 60325, 

FRANKFURT AM MAIN, GERMANY 

Telephone  :+49 69 153 00 50  

 

Website : www.cgifrankfurt.de 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consul General  

Ms. Pratibha Parkar 

INDIEN NEWSLETTER 
Volume V, issue ii February 2018 

Inside 

69th Republic Day  

Celebration 

1 

Report on Indian  

Economy 

2 

Consulate´s Outreach 

Activities 

3 

Indian Culture 4  

India Tourism 5 

News Round-up & up-

coming events 

6/7 

 

  

  

The 69th Republic Day of India was celebrated by the Consulate General of 

India, Frankfurt on 26th Jan, 2018 in full grandeur & patriotic spirit. The 

ceremony started by unfurling the Indian National flag followed by National 

anthem. CG read out the speech of the Hon’ble President of India, Shri Ram 

Nath Kovind followed by patriotic songs by artists, Ms. Mouli Chakrabarti & 

Ms.Yamini Baranwal. The flaghoisting ceremony at the Consulate was 

attended by 200  members of the Indian community and Consulate officials 

along with their families. 

 The Consulate also organised a reception in the eve of 26th Jan, 2018 by 

inviting around 300 members  from the political arena, diplomatic corps, 

German business fraternity and Indian professionals.  

The  State Secretary, Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure, 

Mr. Rainer Bomba was invited as the chief guest for the evening. CG 

welcomed the guests and shared insights on the initiatives and reforms of the 

Indian government as well as fostering of Indo-German relations considering 

the importance of Germany as an important business partner for India.  

Mr. Bomba, in his remarks drew attention on German government’s efforts in 

areas of Digital infrastructure & areas for Germany-India collaboration. A 

wonderful fusion of Kathak and Bharatnatyam dance was performed by the 

local Indian artists, Ms. Durga Arya-Krüger and Ms. Priyadarshani Tilak. The 

final denouement to the ceremony was done with the cake cutting ceremony 

by CG & Mr. Bomba.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more info on Union 

Budget: 

http://www.finmin.nic.in/

# 

 

 

Economic Report 

Highlights of Union Budget 2018 

 Liberalization of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Policy- 

 FDI policy provisions were radically overhauled across sectors such as 

construction development, broadcasting, retail trading, air transport, 

insurance and pension.  

 More than 90% of FDI inflows are presently through automatic route. After 

the successful implementation of the e-filing and online processing of FDI 

application by the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB), the 

Government announced to phase out the FIPB in the Union Budget 2017-

18. 

 Union Cabinet recently approved amendments in FDI policy allowing 

100% FDI under automatic route for Single Brand Retail Trading. Foreign 

airlines also have been allowed to invest up to 49% in Air India. 

 Gross Domestic Profit (GDP) 

 The Economic Survey 2017-18 has predicted the Indian economy to 

register the GDP growth rate of 6.75%. The GDP forecast for year 2018-

2019 is estimated at 7% to 7.5%. 

 Infrastructural  

 Targets constructing 2 crore Toilets in FY19  

 Need investment of $777.5 Billion for infrastructure sector.  

 99 smart cities have been selected with an outlay $31.72 Billion.  

 National Highway construction will exceed 9000 km  by end of FY18-19.  

 Allocate $2.64 Billion for Bengaluru metro network 

 Allocated $9.33 Million to kick start the airport expansion.  

 Allocation to Digital India doubled to $58 Million.  

 Education 

 Two new Planning & Architecture schools to be set-up in Indian Institute 

of Technology´s (IIT´s). 

  Setting up 24 new Government medical colleges  

  Railway University to be set-up at Vadodara.  

 Agricultural Sector: 

 Allocation to food processing to be doubled from $111.2 Million in 2016-

2017 to $217.8 Million in 2018-19.  

 Food processing industry growing at average 8% per annum.  

 Government proposes to launch Operation Green for which sum of $77.7 

Million will be allocated.  

 Allocate $1.55 Billion for fisheries, aqua cultural and animal husbandry 

funds.  

 100% tax deduction to companies with revenue of $15.5 Million registered 

as farmer producers.  

 Health, Welfare & Social Security: 

 $7775 medical insurance cover per year for 10 crore families across the 

country.  

 Allocate $186.6 Million for Specialised Health Wellness Centre.  

 Government allots $ 1.55 Billion for social security schemes. 

 Ayushman Bharat Programme an initiative towards Universal Health Care 

Coverage.  



  

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 

 An Indo – German 

Dialog: Synergies for 

2018 

          Date: 28th Feb, 2018 

          Time: 1700 – 2000 hrs 

          Venue: Steigenberger 

           Frankfurter Hof 

           RSVP:   

cgoffice.frankfurt@mea.gov.

in 

 

 

 India meets 

FrankfurtRheinMain 

           Let´s talk Business! 

           Topic: Cybersecurity 

           Date: 15th March, 2018 

          RSVP:   

        events@cgi.frankfurt.de 

 

 

 Business Event with 

IHK RheinHessen 

Venue: IHK                                                                                        

RheinHessen 

              RSVP:             

        events@cgi.frankfurt.de 

 

 

Consulate´s Outreach Activities 

World Hindi Diwas  
World Hindi Diwas was celebrated  

on 12th January 2018 at the 

Consulate premises. CG welcomed 

the Hindi enthusiasts present during 

the occasion. Mr. Stephan Siegler 

(Chairman of Frankfurt City 

Councilor) attended the event & 

appreciated the efforts taken by CGI, 

Frankfurt to promote Hindi language.  

Prof. Indu Prakash Pande, Mrs. 

Heidemarie Pandey & Dr. Ajit Singh 

Sikand the guest speakers recited 

Hindi poems followed by Hindi text 

reading, poem/paragraph reading by 

the participants from the Indian 

community. 

The event was attended by 50 

members from German & Indian 

community. 

 

Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas  (PBD) 

PBD was celebrated on 10th Jan, 

2018 & was graced  by Hon'ble 

Minister of Textiles, Information & 

Broadcasting Smt. Smriti Zubin Ira-

ni. CG welcomed the assembled 

gathering and complimented on the 

efforts and achievements of the Indi-

an community in Germany. As part 

of the celebrations, Hon'ble Minister 

felicitated members from the Indian 

diaspora for their remarkable 

achievements in 2017 in various 

fields including research, social 

work and the hospitality industry in 

the Frankfurt Rhein Main region. 

She also had an interactive session 

with the audience. The representa-

tives of the Indian State cultural or-

ganisations associations also spoke 

on the occasion giving a brief de-

scription about their associations & 

their initiatives in promoting Indian 

culture in Germany. 

mailto:events@cgi.frankfurt.de
mailto:events@cgi.frankfurt.de
https://www.facebook.com/Smriti.Irani.Official/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/Smriti.Irani.Official/?fref=mentions


 

  

 

 

 

Indian Culture 

The city of Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

Ahmedabad ( also known as Amdavad) : India's first UNESCO Heritage city 
The 600 year old walled city of Ahmedabad has been recognized as a 

"UNESCO´s World Heritage Site," making it the first Indian city to be added 

to the coveted list. The rich culture of Ahmedabad's walled city was named in 

the early 1400s after Sultan Ahmed Shah, draws from its diverse history of 

Muslim, Hindu, and Jain influences.  

Its traditional houses and streets, finished with intricate bird feeders and 

community wells, celebrate the fusion of Indo-Islamic architecture and art. 

This phenomenal city has been added to "Smart City" list in early 2016, due 

to its "sustainable and inclusive development."  

 Kite Festival: 

The most awaited festival, Makar Sankranti 

(Uttarayan) is a uniquely Gujarati phenomenon, 

which begins in early summers with skies over most 

cities of the state filled with kites from before dawn 

until well after dark. The Gujarat Tourism 

Development Corporation organises the International 

Kite Festival on 14th  Jan at a local stadium every 

year in Ahmedabad where kite enthusiasts from all 

across the world come to show their skills.  

 

 Art & Painting / Dance &Music / Handicrafts 

Ahmedabad has an aesthetic experience where the 

work of art results with the formal interest and 

commemorative interest making way together. Oil, 

glass painting, kalamkari art form and Pethora, the 

tribal ritual paintings leave finesse with which the 

form comes alive with colors. Ahmedabad is quite 

famous and well known for its dynamic traditions of 

classical and folk music. The traditional music and 

dance form of Garba, Garbi, Raas and other are well 

known and finds attraction to tourists. 

This place is blessed with rich and vibrant tradition 

of Handicrafts. Some of the captivating Handworks 

of this region include Needlework, Bandhani work, 

(the tye and dye fabric), Patola (handwoven sarees 

from Gujarat), woodwork, pottery and more. 

Usefull links: 

 

For more info on Gujarat 

tourism:   

http://www.tourism.gov.in/state/

gujarat 

 

For more info on Smart cities 

mission:  

http://www.smartcities.gov.in/

content/innerpage/what-is-smart-

city.php  

 

For info on Gujarat State 

Handicraft Development 

Corporation:  

https://www.gurjari.co.in/ 

Vautha Mela — Animal trade festival of Gujarat 
Vautha Mela is an amazing animal trade festival of Gujarat, a 

five-day festival celebrated on the full moon of Kartik month 

of Hindu Calendar (November). This fair is mainly trading of 

camels and donkeys. The animals at the fair are decorated 

with fascinating & vibrant colors and designs to attract the 

buyer. This festival is the more spiritual festival of Gujarat 

other than Diwali & Navratri. Celebrated where the seven 

holy rivers assemble in Vautha (approx. 60 kms from 

Ahmendabad). Along with the animal trading markets are full 

of handicrafts from Gujarat, food stalls.  Special food on this 

occasion is Khichi (a special dish made of rice) & some 

Hindu traditions/rituals performed at the band of river. 

http://www.smartcities.gov.in/content/innerpage/smart-city-features.php
http://www.tourism.gov.in/state/gujarat
http://www.tourism.gov.in/state/gujarat
http://www.smartcities.gov.in/content/innerpage/what-is-smart-city.php
http://www.smartcities.gov.in/content/innerpage/what-is-smart-city.php
http://www.smartcities.gov.in/content/innerpage/what-is-smart-city.php


 

 

 

Yoga Pose 

 

 

 

 

 

Vrikshasana / Tree Pose 

 Stand straight with arms by 

the side of your body. 

 Place the right foot high up 

on your left thigh. The sole of the 

foot should be placed flat and 

firmly near the root of the thigh. 

 Make sure that your left leg 

is straight & stay balanced. 

 Now take a deep breath & 

raise your arms over your head 

from the side & bring your palms 

together in ‘Namaste’ mudra 

(hands-folded position).  

 Look straight ahead at a 

distant object. 

 Ensure that your spine is 

straight. 

 Keep taking in long deep 

breaths & while exhaling, relax 

the body. 

 Exhale slowly & gently bring 

down your hands from the sides. 

You may gently release the right 

leg. 

 Stand straight as you did at 

the beginning of the posture. 

Repeat this pose with the left leg 

off the ground on the right thigh. 

A steady gaze helps maintain a 

steady balance. 

Benefits: 

Stretches the legs, back 

& arms, rejuvenates the 

body, brings balance 

and equilibrium to 

mind, helps improve 

concentration. 

               Tourism  

The city of Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

The city of Ahmedabad is endowed with a rich architectural heritage that is vital to 

the local identity and continuity of the place & therefore is a perfect destination for 

those who love to visit great tourist attractions, with having number of exciting 

places to see in and around the city. Some of the features that perfectly describe the 

Ahmedabad city are splendid monuments, wonderful museums and gorgeous lakes & 

delectable Gujarati cuisine.    



 

 

 

 

A Gujarati meal is 

incomplete without variety 

or colorful Chutneys (Dip or 

a side dish that adds spice to 

the main dish). We share 

with you, Guajarati special 

Garlic chutney. 

 

Garlic Chutney: 

 

Grind all the following 

ingredients together to a 

rough paste. Do not add 

water. 

100 gm peeled garlic, 25 gm 

cut & dried whole red chilies 

and soaked in some vinegar 

( Chilies canbe taken 

according to the spice level) 

& salt to taste. 

Tip: Deep fried Garlic 

adds crisp & flavor. 

 

 

News Round-up & Upcoming events   

CG visited FrankfurtRheinMain GmbH, investment 

agency of FrankfurtRheinMain. region and discussed 

with Mr. Eric Menges, President & CEO possible 

collaborations with CGI Frankfurt to further 

strengthen the ties between India and Germany. 

CG was invited as a guest of honor by the 

Mayor of Sulzbach, Mr. Elmar Bociek 

where they discussed on promotion of 

the Indian culture around the Taunus 

area.  

CG met Prof. Dr. Birgitta Wolff, Director, Goethe 

University, Prof. Dr. Brigitte Haar,Vice President, 

and Dr. Rebekka Göhring, Director of International 

Office & discussed on various topics including 

exchange & scholarship programs.  

CG gave opening remarks at an event 

organized by Madhya Pradesh Tourist 

Board for networking with travel trade 

community in Frankfurt. 

CG visited the State Bank of India Germany 

Headquarters in Frankfurt & discussed the scope 

and outreach of their banking facilities in 

Germany with the CEO Mr. Singh and Executive 

Vice President, Ms.  Mehrotra. 

CG attended the New Year Reception 

organised by  Indian Cultural Institute 

Frankfurt. CG in picture with the founder of 

the Institute Dr. Induprakash Pandey along & 

his wife Ms. Heidi Pandey. 

Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas 

Share your special recipe with 

us & we will post it along  

with ur photo  in our 

newsletter!!  

Mail us @ 

 pic.frankfurt@mea.gov.in 

https://www.facebook.com/FrankfurtRheinMainGmbH/
https://www.facebook.com/StateBankOfIndia/


 

 

 

Some impressions from the 69th Republic Day Reception 

 

 

 

 

As per Union Budget 

2018 at how many 

monuments would 

tourist facilities be 

upgraded in India? 

 

A) 120 

B) 210 

C)  200 

D) 100 

News Round-up & Upcoming events   

Upcoming Events 

Send your answers to : 

pic.frankfurt@mea.gov.in 

 

 

 

  

 Winners will be  

awarded  !!! 
CG Ms. (4th L), Ms. Soni Dahiya (Consul PPIC) (L), Mr.Girish Kulkarni (3rd L), 

Mr.Wolf Dieter (4th L), Ms.Claudia Hargesheimer (4th R), Mr. Naidu (3rd R), 

Mr.Parashar Jani ( 2nd R) Mr. Patrick Libuda (2nd L) & Ms. Kaavita K. 

PradhanGharal (Team CGI) 


