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As we present you the July 2021 edition of the
commercial newsletter, the business landscape both in
India and Germany is slowly picking up pace and a lot of
developments are happening in this direction.
Among the many initiatives taken by the
Government of India, to list a few, are CoWin Global
Conclave with a huge participation of 142 countries,
discussion between EU and the Indian government about
initiatives in the agriculture sector and the BRICS Tourism
Ministers’ meeting.
The Newsletter also includes an interview with
Ms. Victoria Appelbe, Director of Economic Development
Bonn, who shared her views on impact of COVID-19
pandemic on businesses, her experience with the Indian
companies and the sectors with great potential for IndoGerman collaboration.
To celebrate 75 years of India’s independence,
we bring to you the achievements of Indian business
professionals in Germany. Our first guest in the series
“Indian Achievers in Germany” is Dr. Gunjan Bhardwaj,
CEO and Founder, Innoplexus Group.
I hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter. We
welcome your feedback which may be sent via email on
com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in.

Yours sincerely,
Amit Telang

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/
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DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY

BioNTech aims to develop the first mRNA-based vaccine for Malaria prevention
BioNTech plans to develop the first vaccine for malaria based on mRNA technology and aims
to start clinical testing by the end on 2022. BioNTech also said that it aims to develop a welltolerated and highly effective Malaria vaccine and implement sustainable vaccine supply solutions
on the African continent.
In order to develop a safe and highly effective mRNA vaccine with durable protective
immunity, BioNTech will assess multiple vaccine candidates featuring known Malaria targets as well
as new antigens discovered in the pre-clinical research phase. The start of the clinical trial for the
first vaccine candidate is planned for the end of 2022.
BioNTech is also aiming to develop sustainable vaccine production and supply solutions on
the African continent. It is currently exploring possibilities to set up a production facility either on its
own or with partners.
Source: https://investors.biontech.de/

The German economy to reach its pre-crisis level in 2022 at the latest.
The European Commission projects GDP increases of 3.6 percent and 4.6 percent in 2021 and 2022
respectively for the German Economy. It means that Germany can reach its pre-crisis level in 2022 at
the latest.
In addition the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy’ data shows that Germany’s GDP fell
by 4.9 percent in 2020. Earlier forecasts predicted a GDP slump of at least 6.3 percent. Despite the
economy still remaining in semi-lockdown at the beginning of 2021, the ministry forecasts GDP
growth of 3.5 percent for the year.
Source: https://www.gtai.de/

The German inflation at the highest in 13 years
Germany experienced the highest inflation since August 2008 in July, 2021. Consumer prices,
harmonised to make them comparable with inflation data from other European Union countries, rose
by 3.1% in July compared with 2.1% in June. The inflation rate in Germany is far above the European
Central Bank’s target of 2%
Source: www.reuters.com

Source: https://www.gtai.de/
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Cooperation betweeen the European Union and India in the field of Agriculture

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister for Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare with Mr. Janusz Wojciechowski,
Member of the European Commission, Agriculture

A Virtual meeting between Shri
Narendra Singh Tomar, Union Minister for
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Mr. Janusz
Wojciechowski, Member of the European
Commission, Agriculture was held on 7th July,
2021. Both dignitaries discussed EU Common
Agriculture Policy (CAP) and the recent India
market reforms. Also discussed were EU Farm
to Fork Strategy and UN Food System Summit
and bilateral cooperation; G20 Agriculture
Minister process and fixation of the Maximum
Residue Limit of Tricyclazole in Indian Basmati
Rice by the EU.

The Agriculture Minister highlighted the recent initiatives taken by the Government of India to
increase the incomes of the farmers, the launch of Agriculture Infrastructure Fund with a corpus of Rs
One Lakh Crore for development of farm gate and agriculture marketing infrastructure in rural areas,
scheme of formation of 10000 FPOs to help small and marginal farmers in marketing of agricultural
produce. He enlisted the steps being taken by the Government of India to make agriculture sustainable
and environment friendly which included encouragement of application nano-urea and Organic
Farming under the Pramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana. Shri Tomar also raised the issue of fixing the
Maximum Residual Limit (MRL) of Tricyclazole used in rice crop which has been a concern for India and
is affecting India’s Basmati Rice Exports to the EU. All the required studies and documents have been
submitted to EU in May-2021 and MRL will be fixed by second quarter of 2022 before next season.
The Member of the European Commission, Agriculture explained in detail the recent reforms
undertaken by the EU in the Common Agriculture Policy as well as the EU Farm to Fork Strategy to make
agriculture green as well as sustainable. He also mentioned that the EU has set a target of bringing 25
per cent of area in the EU under Organic Farming by 2030.
Both the dignitaries thanked each other for providing useful information on India-EU
cooperation as well as Agriculture reforms in respective regions and also promised to work for the
welfare of small & marginal farmers.

+
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The Government of India organizes the CoWIN Global Concave

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressing during
the CoWIN Global Conclave

The Government of India presented the
indigenously developed CoWIN platform to the
world at the virtual global meet of
representatives from 142 countries. Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated and
addressed the CoWin Global Conclave. The
Global Conclave was jointly organized by
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW),
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and National
Health Authority (NHA) with an objective to
extend the Co-WIN platform as a digital public
good to the world.

Speaking of the digital backbone provided by CoWIN to the Vaccination exercise, Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi observed that such a digital approach is essential if the post-pandemic world has to
return to normalcy in today's globalized world. Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family
Welfare added that in a country of more than 1.3 billion people, CoWIN ensured the mammoth challenge
of ensuring fair and equitable distribution of the vaccines as well as their last mile deliveryremoving
information asymmetry and aligning stakeholders. He also reminded everyone that apart from ensuring
ease of use while offering multilingual access, CoWIN enabled continuous tracking of Adverse Events
Following Immunization (AEFI) to not only respond to help such citizens to overcome Adverse Events but
to also generate data for policy making.He also spoke how the National Digital Health Mission being
spearheaded presently will house all kinds of databases and will have a facility for the patient to fetch
his or her records, whenever required.

The Government of India organized the BRICS Tourism Ministers’ Meeting
Minister for Tourism Shri G. Kishan Reddy chaired
the BRICS Tourism Ministers’ meeting on 13 July, 2021, as
part of India’s BRICS chairship. The Ministers of all the
member countries viz. Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa participated in the meeting. The meeting was
organized to promote tourism cooperation among BRICS
countries. The meeting reviewed the intra BRICS Tourism
cooperation.

Minister for Tourism
Shri G. Kishan Reddy

The significant aspect of the meeting was the adoption of the Ministers’ Communique, an
outcome document on cooperation and promotion of tourism between the BRICS countries. Shri Reddy
also mentioned that the common tourism products in BRICS countries such as heritage & culture tourism,
nature, wildlife, Eco tourism etc., present an opportunity for greater cooperation and exchange of
information and best practices. Further, to promote tourism for the future, it was recognized that BRICS
alliance for Green Tourism can accelerate the recovery and development of tourism on sustainable lines.
+
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Ms. Victoria Appelbe, Director of Economic Development Bonn

Ms. Victoria Appelbe
Director of Economic Development
Bonn

Ms. Victoria Appelbe has been Director of the Economic
Development Office at the City of Bonn since 2008. Since 2018 she
has been Deputy Chairman of the Management Board of the Cyber
Security Cluster Bonn.
The City of Bonn has seen a dramatic and successful economic
transition to an international location for high-value services and
Germany’s United Nations City since ceasing to be Germany’s capital.
With her team of around 70 staff, Victoria is taking forward Bonn’s
economic development into the next phase with a combination of
strategic location management and innovative business and tourist
services.
In her previous capacity as head of international marketing
and inward investment at the Aachen region’s economic
development agency AGIT, Victoria developed and implemented
initiatives to attract and anchor knowledge-based investment.
Ms. Appelbe holds a BA with honours in English from the
University of Cambridge and a research MA in comparative literature
from the University of Kent at Canterbury. She has both British and
German nationalities and has lived in the Rhineland since 1994. She
is married with one son.

Interview
1)
How does the Bonn Economic Development Agency support the companies interested in
investing in Bonn?
The Economic Development Agency at the City of Bonn is the City’s central point of contact for
companies and investors. We have broad experience in supporting international companies,
institutions and entrepreneurs as well as their employees with their investment or company start-up.
As part of the administration of the City of Bonn, we support and accompany international companies
in their settlement projects and with a range of other issues with comprehensive and free services.
During the entire settlement process, we are available as a central and competent contact for all
questions. We assist companies in their search for suitable office space, for qualified staff or a suitable
company site and we support them during site inspections. My team helps with all the aspects of
regulatory approval procedures, including work permit issues, for example, and stands as a partner at
the side of the companies. We establish contact with relevant businesses, with scientific organisations
and introduce companies into business and other networks. And it goes without saying that we remain
at the side of the companies as a partner in all matters after the settlement procedure has been
completed.
2)

What has your experience been with the Indian companies in Bonn?
Bonn is home to internationally operating corporations and companies that feel at home in
Bonn. People from around 174 countries live in Germany's Cyber Security Hub. Almost one in ten
chamber of commerce member companies in the region are run by foreign nationals or has majority
foreign share capital.
+
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Bonn has a long history with India. The Economic Development Office maintains a regular and
constructive exchange with the Indian Consulate General in Frankfurt am Main. Joint activities such as
business round tables for general economic and sector-specific exchanges, the Business Forum India and
also Indian cultural events are held in Bonn.
Bonn is Germany's cyber security capital and, with the Cyber Security Cluster Bonn association,
has a an innovative network with expert players, from Telekom Security, to the Fraunhofer FKIE, the
national agencies BSI and CIR, the University of Bonn, the University of Applied Sciences to smallmedium-sized enterprises. The city’s ICT sector makes up over 10% of overall employment and in
particular lends itself to cooperation with Indian companies. Companies from the medical technology
and healthcare sectors as well as IT consulting and services such as the software service provider TATA
Consultancy Services, which recently took over the Postbank Systems AG has a location in Bonn. We are
looking forward to intensifying our cooperation with Indian companies.
3)
This year marks the 70th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations between India
and Germany. What are the sectors, which could be focused upon to further boost the bilateral trade
between India and Germany?
70 years of diplomatic relations between Germany and India: that also means 70 years of
common history linking Bonn and India. The official establishment of diplomatic relations between India
and the West German Federal Republic of Germany was negotiated by Germany from Bonn in 1951. In
1952, India opened its German Embassy in Bonn, the former German capital.
Trade relations between Germany and India are considerable. Germany is India's most important
trading partner within the EU and the sixth most important trading partner worldwide. A key area are
knowledge–intensive business services, first and foremost information and communications
technologies, which could be further focused on. . The digital and green transformation is opening up
new opportunities - whether in medical technology, mechanical engineering (smart manufacturing),
renewable energies and environmental technologies or in the digitalisation of services.
4)

What changes did COVID 19 pandemic bring in the business landscape?
The global covid 19 crisis has also affected the German economy. Exit restrictions, closed borders
and shops, hotels and restaurants have severely affected economic life. Interrupted supply chains have
put a strain on German exports, but also on private consumption. Nevertheless, the German economy is
coping with the consequences of the pandemic far better than initially feared. The covid 19 crisis has
caused terrible loss of life and illnesses, yet it has also given an impetus for economic and social
innovation. For example, digitalisation has accelerated in companies and public authorities at a speed
that would have been almost unthinkable just a few years ago. Working from home has increasingly
found its way into companies and business trips have given way to digital and hybrid meetings

+
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Mr. Gunjan Bhardwaj, Founder and CEO of the Innoplexus Group
Gunjan Bhardwaj is the Founder and CEO of the Innoplexus Group.
He was earlier with the Boston Consulting Group and before that
the leader of the global business performance think-tank of Ernst &
Young and a manager in the German practice with a solution focus
on strategy and innovation.
He has led projects in strategy, analytics, and technology for various
clients in different parts of the world. Gunjan was also a partner,
senior-editor, and advisor for a prominent online innovation
management journal and was a member of the scientific advisory
board of a US based not for profit institute researching in
complexity sciences in the healthcare industry.
Gunjan Bhardwaj, Founder and
CEO - Innoplexus Group

Interview
1)

What services does Innoplexus offer to its clients?

Innoplexus offers Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Blockchain for Life Sciences. We empower customers
and partners with technology to develop new, more efficacious therapies faster.
Innoplexus’s AI technology works together with partners to generate insights which can provide a
higher likelihood of approval for targeted therapies, as well as speed the pace of development of
these therapies by reducing time wasted on manual research.
We support clients at all stages of the drug development process - from target identification through
clinical development to commercial prioritization. For example, we help clients assess the success
probability of their trial design, discover completely novel potential targets or combination partners
for drug discovery programs, or prioritise the best programmes in their portfolio or indications for
their early-stage asset, meaning therapies reach patients faster.
2)

What role do AI, Blockchain and other technologies play in the field of Pharma?

Whilst a lot of what is discussed in the media about AI in pharma hinges around remote surgery.
However, beyond physical therapy, AI and Machine Learning has a huge potential to optimise the
drug discovery process compared to classical R&D. By using AI, we can review terabytes of data
every day, which no human would be able to do, and using machine learning and natural language
processing, we can extract the relevant information to develop the knowledge graphs I mentioned
earlier.
When it comes to blockchain technology, some technologies are already developed and in action.
At Innoplexus, we use blockchain technology to license unpublished data from researchers which
they otherwise would not want to publicize - this helps other researchers learn from the results of
+ these trials and optimise for the future.
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There is however a huge potential for this technology in pharma - not only can we license data from
other researchers, but it would also enable pharmaceutical companies and researchers to license
data from patients. This empowers patients to own their own healthcare data and contribute to
research where they see fit. Through smart contracts, patients can keep the ownership of their data,
but ‘license’ it out to projects of their choice, and only for that purpose. In addition, with Blockchain’s
‘immutable ledger’ information, be it transactions, contracts, or data, is virtually impossible to
change. Data privacy, especially pertaining to healthcare data, is such a controversial topic. But with
a more secure method of sharing, protected against hacks, this opens up new possibilities for sharing
insights from patients in a private way.

3)
What are the potential areas for Indo-German collaboration? What expertise from India
could be used in Germany?
As we’ve seen with Innoplexus, German-Indo collaboration has a synergy which drives technological
advancements in places where it is needed most. Two particular areas we have seen Indo-German
collaboration pull out ahead of the competition are:
● Data science and IT. India has been a hub of IT for years now, and also has a growing pool of
Data Science talent. These skills are highly sought after in the German market. Combined
with German process-oriented and quality-driven approach, excellent high quality software
and other technology can be developed for various industries, healthcare included.
● Chemistry. As visible in Covid vaccine development, India has a large infrastructure to test
and manufacture medicines. Combined with German expertise in drug discovery, including
many heritage pharmaceutical companies, this collaboration would have the potential to
bring therapies to patients faster.
4)
What are your plans for Innoplexus for the coming years?
Innoplexus will continue to build a focus in the area of blockchain technology, and enhance our machine
learning to further hone our technologies’ predictive power. Furthermore, we are introducing new tools
which more closely involve patient insights in the drug discovery process.
One of these is OncoCoin, a fully owned subsidiary of Innoplexus. OncoCoin is an equitable ecosystem
revolutionising patient participation and research for cancer. Through the Ecosystem, patients are
equitably reimbursed for their contribution to virtual research studies, which researchers can run through
the app. This Real-World Data from patients can provide insights throughout the drug discovery process
which can result in faster, more accurate target identification and development. Patients will be
empowered to participate in research, without additional hospital visits and also be able to receive muchneeded, tailored information to help them navigate their cancer journey.
By building a solid AI offering for our clients, innovating in the area of blockchain to bring the newest
technology to pharma, and empowering patients to be involved in the research virtually, we are building
a hopeful future for drug discovery.

+

6

COMMERCIAL OUTREACH

Shri Dinesh Patnaik, DG, ICCR and Consul General Dr. Amit Telang during an interactive session with noted
Indologists and Ayurveda experts

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang and Consul(Coord) Mr. Ram Kumar with Mr. Andreas Kunz, Deputy CEO, IHK Hanau,
Mr. Michael H Hoffmann, Vice President, IHK Hanau, Ms. Srita Heide, CEO-SRITA HEIDE INTERNATIONAL, and
Mr. Dhaval Desai, CEO, Renerpa GmbH

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with Ms. Christianne
Weber-Stöber at Goldschmiedehaus in Hanau
+

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang and Consul(Coord)
Mr. Ram Kumar with Dr. Sven Spieckermann, CEO
of SimPlan AG
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Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with Mr. Stefan Halusa, Director
General of Indo-German Chamber of Commerce

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang and Consul(Coord) Mr. Ram Kumar during their visit to IHK Krefeld

+

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with Mr. Stefan Färber, City Councillor of
Offenbach, Mr Wolf-Dieter Hasler, City Councillor of Kelkheim and Ms Bozica
Niermann, Head of Witschaftsforderung of Offenbach.

THANK YOU
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