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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

Dear friends,           
 

I am delighted to present the latest edition of the 
Commercial Newsletter which covers important events in the 
month of October 2022. It was an active and busy month with 
a series of trade fairs in Germany. Indian exhibitors 
enthusiastically participated in major trade fairs like the K 
Fair in Dusseldorf, the Frankfurt Book Fair and the Light & 
Building Fair at Messe Frankfurt. 

 
 There is also some encouraging news coming in on 
the trade and investment front with Indian exports to 
Germany registering an impressive 50% growth, while 
German exports to India also posted around 27% increase 
over the comparable periods in 2021. Both Indian and 
German companies are looking at emerging investment 
opportunities. A German company, MeisterWurst, plans to 
expand its presence in India covering many Tier-2 cities, 
thereby offering this famous German delicacy to many Indian 
connoisseurs. DHL, too, is planning to invest Euro 500 million 
over the next five years to expand their warehousing capacity 
in India. 
 India witnessed the launch of 5G services, as 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 6th edition of 
India Mobile Congress- underlining that India would not 
remain a mere consumer of technology but would play an 
active role in development and implementation of 
technology. Government has also launched seven new PLI 
schemes, with emphasis on champion sectors where India 
has comparative and competitive advantage. The scheme is 
built in to harness the potential of MSME sector in tandem 
with large industry, bringing with it an entire ecosystem of 
manufacturers and service providers. 
 
 The newsletter also carries an interview with Dr 
Thomas Gries, Director of Institute for Textile Technique in 
Aachen, sharing his experience of working with Indian 
partners. We are also happy to share the success story of a 
budding Indian origin entrepreneur Mr Gautam Mehta who 
heads a freight forwarding company in Frankfurt am Main 
called Skyways SLS Logistics GmbH. 
 
 I hope you will enjoy the newsletter. We look 
forward to receiving your feedback and suggestions on the 
email ID: com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in 
    

With best wishes, 
(Amit Telang) 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY  2 

 German National Tourist Office organises India Week 2022  
 

  The German National Tourist Office organised India Week 2022 with German Partners in 
Mumbai and Delhi. The campaign encompasses a plethora of guiding tips highlighting the country’s 
eco initiatives providing conscious travellers with adequate tools and information on reducing their 
carbon footprint while touring different regions. 
 

 Under the initiative, states and towns are highlighting their innovative transport solutions, 
pioneering examples of green architecture, and sprawling parks. 
 
Source: https://www.traveldailynews.asia/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Meister Wurst to expand presence in India 
 

 MeisterWurst, a German sausage manufacturer is expanding its presence in India via the 
MeisterWurst mobile application and Dark stores. Currently, the brand presence is in Pan India through 
retail outlets (general and modern trade) in Bangalore, Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi/NCR, Kolkata, 
Guwahati, Goa, Coimbatore, Cochin, Trivandrum, Pune, Hyderabad, Mangalore, Bhopal, and more. The 
target is to expand by penetrating into the market of Goa, Jaipur, Ludhiana, Chandigarh, Uttarakhand, 
Shillong, and Pondicherry. 
 

 According to Arthur Maurer, Founder MeisterWurst: "India is the biggest upcoming market, 
especially in food. I have been doing business here since the mid 90ties and know the place! We offer 
High-quality food products in India and customized according to the local palate. The authenticity of 
the flavor which is available in European countries is served to the Indian people. We offer products 
from Europe but made in India. We are now set to expand our online presence by introducing our 
products Pan India" says Maurer. 
 
 Source: https://m.dailyhunt.in/ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

DHL Supply Chain plans for additional investment in India 
 

 DHL plans to  invest €500 million in its warehousing, workforce, and sustainability initiatives in 
India over the next five years. Through the investment, the company will own and operate wholly-
owned large multi-client sites in India, adding twelve million sq. Ft of warehousing space to its existing 
portfolio. 
 

 The added warehouse capacity will help to grow sectors such as e-commerce, retail, life 
sciences, technology, consumer, engineering, and manufacturing. These warehouses will be enabled 
with accelerated digital technology solutions including assisted picking robots, indoor robotic 
transport, intelligent process automation, wearable devices, voice picking, inventory management 
robots and algorithmic optimisations.  
 

“Despite the current, economic and geopolitical uncertainties in the world, we see enormous growth 
potential in the Asia Pacific region, with India making a significant contribution,” said Oscar de Bok, 
CEO, DHL Supply Chain. 
 
 Source: https://www.logisticsmanager.com/ 
 
 

 
 

https://www.traveldailynews.asia/
https://m.dailyhunt.in/
https://www.logisticsmanager.com/
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated India Mobile Congress 
  

 
 
 
 

Addressing the gathering the Prime Minister said that the Summit might be global but its 
repercussions and directions are local. He said that it is a special day for the fast-developing India 
of the 21st century. “Today, 130 crore Indians are getting a wonderful gift in the form of 5G from 
the country and from the telecom industry of the country.” Stressing one more message of the 5G 
launch, the Prime Minister said” New India will not remain a mere consumer of technology, but 
India will play an active role in the development and implementation of that technology. India will 
play a big role in designing the future wireless technology, and manufacturing related to it. 

 
Focussing on the need for a holistic approach to Digital India, the Prime Minister elaborated 

that “we focused on 4 Pillars, in four directions at once. First, the price of the device, Second, digital 
connectivity, Third, the cost of data, Fourth, and most importantly, the idea of 'digital first' . 

The Government of India launches 7 new PLI schemes 
 

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 
and Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal announced the launch of  7 new PLI schemes that are not part of the 
original program. Shri Goyal said that the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme has been very 
well received. The Minister opined that the idea behind PLI was to promote those champion sectors 
where we have a comparative and competitive advantages. 

 
Shri Goyal observed that Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) are the real 

beneficiaries of the PLI scheme because when a large industry came up, it brought with it a whole 
ecosystem of manufacturers and service providers. “The mainstay of India is MSMEs and the 
mainstay of MSMEs is large industry which aggregates what our MSMEs are doing and provides 
them with more opportunities”, he said. The Minister also assured that every PLI scheme is very 
carefully and thoroughly assessed in collaboration with Industry before being formulated. He added 
that the PLI was just a kick-start mechanism and therefore needs to have a sunset clause as 
ultimately the industry needs to be viable and independent. 

 

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi during the 
inauguration of the India Mobile Congress 

 

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated 
the sixth edition of the India Mobile Congress and 
also witnessed the IMC Exhibition that was put on 
the occasion. He also launched 5G services. 
 
Industry leaders expressed their views on this 
historic occasion. The three major telecom 
operators of the country demonstrated one use 
case each in front of the Prime Minister to show 
the potential of 5G technology in India. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3.2 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addresses                                                                                    
UN World Geospatial International Congress 

 

 
 

 
450 million unbanked people, a population greater than that of USA, were brought under 

banking net and 135 million people, about twice the population of France, were given insurance, the 
Prime Minister elaborated. Sanitation facilities were taken to 110 million families and tap water 
connections to over 60 million families, he added, underlining that “India is ensuring no one is left 
behind.” 

 
The Prime Minister highlighted the role of geospatial technology in driving inclusion and 

progress. The role of technology in schemes like SVAMITVA and housing, and the outcomes in terms of 
property ownership and women empowerment, have a direct impact on the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals on poverty and gender equality, the Prime Minister emphasized. 

 

Encouraging spike in India's exports of musical instruments 
 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has expressed happiness over the spike in India's 
exports of musical instruments. India’s exports of musical instruments rose to more than 3.5 times in 
April-September 2022, as compared to the same period in 2013. 

 

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressing the 
United Nations World Geospatial International Congress 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed 
the United Nations World Geospatial International 
Congress. Welcoming International Delegates, the 
Prime Minister said, “the people of India are happy to 
host you on this historic occasion as we build our future 
together.” The Prime Minister pointed out that the 
theme of the conference, 'Geo-enabling the Global 
Village: No one should be left behind' can be seen in 
the steps India has taken over the last few years.  
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3.3 

Indian Handicrafts and Gift Fair (IHGF) Delhi Fair 2022 
 

 The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) organized the 54th edition of  IHGF Delhi 
Fair 2022 representing a comprehensive collection of home, lifestyle, fashion, textiles & furniture 
products for the season ahead from over 2000 manufacturers & exporters in Delhi, India from 14th – 
18th October, 2022. 
 

         
 
  
 
 
   
 

India Carpet Expo 
 

The Ministry of Textiles organized the 43rd Edition of the India Carpet Expo from, 15-18 
October 2022. India Carpet Expo has attained the status of Asia’s largest handmade Carpet Fair. India 
Carpet Expo started in the year 2000 and is a biannual fair and attracts hundreds of  buyers of 
Handmade carpets, rugs, and other floor coverings from more than 60 countries of the world. More 
than 200 Exhibitors represent the  carpet-producing areas like Bhadohi, Mirzapur, Varanasi,  Agra, 
Jaipur, Panipat, and Srinagar, etc., and  exhibit their wide range and varieties of handmade carpets, 
rugs, and other floor-coverings in the Expo. 

 

        
 



+ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dr. Thomas Gries, Director, Institut für Textiltechnik 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Dr. Thomas Gries presently is 

• Member of National Academy of Technological Science and Engineering acatech 

• Member of the North Rhine-Westphalian Academy of Science 

• Member of the scientific advisory committee of the “Zukunftsinitiative Textile NRW 
(ZiTex)” and other institutions 

• Evaluator DFG (German Research Foundation) as well as of other national and 
international project funding organisations 

• Member of editorial board of several highly ranked scientific journals and conferences 
 

Interview 

1)  Could you please tell us about ITA and the courses it offers? 

We offer courses in textile engineering, both on bachelor and master level. For oversees students 
with little knowledge of German, we offer a special Master course in Textile Engineering. It goes for 4 
terms, the first term is taught in English, the 2nd in parts in German, the 3rd term is an industrial 
placement and the 4th term is the Master thesis. Having completed this course also qualifies for doctoral 
studies at ITA, provided there are vacancies. 

 

2)  What could be the potential areas for Indo-German collaboration in the education sector? 

We already have a long-term student exchange with several Indian universities, e.g. IIT Delhi, IIT 
Madras, IIT Kharagpur. Indian students often come to RWTH Aachen for an internship or their Master 
thesis. In return, German students go to IITs to do their Master thesis. We would be happy if this 
collaboration would continue. 

 

4 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

Dr. Thomas Gries, born in Cologne, Germany, in 1964, 
studied at the RWTH Aachen University, Germany. He holds a 
diploma degree in mechanical engineering and economics and a 
doctorate in mechanical engineering. From 1995 to 2001, he worked 
at Lurgi Zimmer AG, Frankfurt am Main, Germany, at the 
Department of Technologies for Fibres & Textiles in leading 
positions. 

 

From April 2001 onwards, he is Director of the Institut für 
Textiltechnik (ITA) of RWTH Aachen University.  

 
 

Dr. Thomas Gries, Director, Institut für 
Textiltechnik 
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3) What would you advice Indian students studying and planning to study in Germany? 

They should have a basic command of German as this simplifies everyday life considerably. There 
is a range of lectures taught in English at RWTH Aachen and other universities but mostly, the language 
of instruction is German. Hence, Indian students normally do internships or final year projects where 
their command of English is more than sufficient. It also helps, if they have an Indian professor at their 
home university who co-supervises them. 

4) What are the future plans of ITA for India and Indian students? 
 

We will continue to build upon our long-term partnerships with a number of IITs and hope that 
we can go back to pre-Covid-19 days soon. 
 

4.2 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
  

Mr. Gautam Mehta, Manager Luft und Seefracht, Skyways SLS Logistik GmbH 
 

       
 

 

Interview 

1) What services does Skyways SLS Logistik GmbH offer to its clients? 

Skyways SLS Logistik GmbH is a subsidiary of the Skyways Group India, which has been ranked as the 
number one Freight Forwarder's in India since the last 4 years. Skyways Group has started in year of 1983 
with a team of 4 people in a small rented room in New Delhi, and today with Mr. Sudarshan Lal Sharma’s 
"Chairman of Skyways Group" vision has grown into a multinational company with 850+ Employees, 29+ 
offices in India, and international presence in Germany, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Hongkong and Dubai. 

 

We are strategically located in Kelsterbach, which is only a few minutes away from Frankfurt am Main 
Airport. 

 

We offer a wide variety of services, majorly the following: 
 

• Air Freight 

• Sea Freight 

• Fairs & Exhibitions Logistics 

• Warehousing 

• Door Deliveries 

• Domestic Trucking Solutions 

• On Board Couriers 

• Transhipment 

• Custom Clearance 

• Pharma Logistics  
 

2) Could you please share with us your experience of setting up a company in Germany? 
 

 Our experience of opening Skyways SLS in Germany till date has been smooth. With the support and 
guidance of organizations like the AHK we were able to overcome any true struggle to set up SLS in Germany. 
Furthermore, it’s always useful to outsource tasks related to the paperwork and compliances to local 
companies which are experts in those areas. So as per our experience, as long as you do your research and 
have all the paperwork, setting a company in Germany is not rocket science. 

 

5 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Mr. Gautam Mehta, Manager Luft und 
Seefracht, Skyways SLS Logistik GmbH 

Mr. Gautam Mehta heads a growing freight forwarding company 
based in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Born in New Delhi, he moved to 
Germany in 2016 with the aim to expand and strengthen his knowledge in 
Logistics Management.  

 

After completing his MSc in Strategic Management in Logistics from 
BBW Hochschule, Berlin, Mr. Mehta is now managing Skyways SLS Logistik 
GmbH, an internationally recognized freight forwarding company. 
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3) What do you think could be the potential ways in which India and Germany could collaborate 
in the logistics industry? 

Germany and India already share a trade history of over 500 years. As evident from various reports, 
for India, Germany is one of the major trading partners in the entire EU. Last year itself, Germany recorded 
imports of approximately US$13 Billion from India which includes a variety of commodities, such as organic 
chemicals, machinery, electronic equipment and etcetera. 
 

When we talk about logistics infrastructure, Fraport holds a 10% stake in Indira Gandhi 
International Airport, which is one of the busiest airports in India. Both German and Indian Airlines such 
as Lufthansa Cargo, Air India, Vistara, DHL are already working along these trade lanes with regular 
PAX/Cargo flights to meet and fulfil demands on the India and Germany trade lanes. So in essence as long 
as the trade between the two countries continues to grow, the logistics industry will continue to have a 
positive impact on the same. 
 

4) What are your future plans for  Skyways SLS Logistik GmbH? 
 

Our company motto, as always emphasized by our group Managing Directors, Mr. Yashpal Sharma 
and Director, Mr. Tarun Sharma, is “Sky is the limit”. Our future plan is to keep learning and growing and 
strengthening our presence in both the German market as well as in the European market. 

 

5.2 
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6 COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 

Glimpses from  Roadshow on occasion of visit of delegation from Govt. of 
Karnataka 

 

Glimpses from  the Make in India Mittelstand Roadshow 
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Glimpses from K Fair 2022 

6.2 COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 

Glimpses from Frankfurt Book Fair 2022 

Glimpses from Light & Building 2022 

Indian exhibitors participated at Frankfurt book Fair 

coordinated by capexil under Department of Commerce, GoI. 

Consul General inaugurated the India pavilion and interacted 

with Indian exhibitors participating in the frankfurter Buch 

Messe. The exhibitors shared their experiences and 

reiterated their desire to expand presence of Indian printing 

and publishing industry in new and developing markets by 

offering world-class services at affordable prices 

 Consul General Dr. Amit Telang inaugurated India Pavilion at 

K - The World’s No. I Trade Fair for Plastics and Rubber 

organized at Messe Dusseldorf during 19-26 October 2022. 

150 Indian exhibitors in collaboration with Plexconcil, 

PlastIndia, AIPMA Plastivision supported by Department of 

Commerce, GoI & Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises, Government of India showcased latest trends in 

plastic processing machinery, components with emphasis on 

sustainable solutions and upcycling. 

Team India in Germany (Consulate General of India, 

Frankfurt) visited the Light & Building fair and interacted with 

Indian exhibitors who shared their happiness on warm 

response they received from many potential importers. 

There was a significant Indian participation at Light+Building 

Autumn 2022 trade fair held at Messe Frankfurt from 02-06 

October 2022.  
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THANK YOU 


