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We are pleased to present the latest edition
of the Commercial Newsletter covering important
developments in India and Germany.
The November edition of the newsletter
covers excerpts from keynote speech of the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra
Modi delivered at the inaugural Sydney Dialogue,
during which he listed five important digital
transitions happening in India. Other key
developments include launch of two innovative
customer centric initiatives of the Reserave Bank
of India and innauguration of the first Global
Innovation Summit of the Pharmaceuticals sector
by the Prime Minister of India. Besides, as an
indicator of strong cooperation between India and
Germany, a Sustainable Development Goal Urban
Index & Dashboard have been launched under the
collaboration of NITI Aayog, GIZ and BMZ.
The newsletter also covers interview with Mr.
Jürgen Steinmetz, CEO, Mittlerer Niederrhein
Chamber
of
Commerce
and
Industry.
Mr. Steinmetz has shared his views on the
economic strengths of Niederrhein and has
outlined priority sectors for further strengthening
Indo-German cooperation in economic and
commercial sphere.
As we commemorate 75 years of India’s
independence, our guest for the monthly series
“Indian achievers in Germany” is Mr. Visweswara
Reddy, Managing Director, SSE Ltd. He has shared
his thoughts on the untapped potential for IndoGerman collaboration in renewable energy sector.
We welcome your feedback which may be sent
via email on com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in.
Yours sincerely
Amit Telang

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/
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NITI Aayog under the Indo-German Cooperation releases inaugural SDG Urban
Index.
To localize the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and institute robust SDG progress
monitoring systems at the national, State/UT, and local levels, NITI Aayog launched SDG Urban
Index & Dashboard (2021-22). The index and dashboard are a result of the NITI Aayog-GIZ and BMZ
collaboration focused on driving SDG localization in the cities, under the umbrella of Indo-German
Development Cooperation. Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairperson, NITI Aayog, Government of India and
Prof Dr Claudia Warning, Director General, BMZ, Government of Germany launched the index and
dashboard.
The SDG Urban Index and Dashboard ranks 56 urban areas on 77 SDG indicators across 46
targets of the SDG framework. The data on these indicators have been sourced from official data
sources such as NFHS, NCRB, U-DISE, data portals of various ministries, and other government data
sources.
The index and dashboard will further strengthen SDG localization and institute robust SDG
monitoring at the city level. It highlights the strengths and gaps of ULB-level data, monitoring, and
reporting systems. Tools such as this index and dashboard will contribute to the creation of an
ecosystem in which all stakeholders will be equipped to adopt and implement data-driven decision
making. This transformative change is quite essential, given the increasing prominence of our cities
and urban areas in charting the future of development in India.
On the Indo-German Partnership on Sustainable Development Goals, Prof. Dr. Claudia
Warning, DG BMZ said that it will, “focus on deepening SDG localisation and monitoring, and
addressing critical gaps in institutional capacity and data systems on SDGs at national and state
levels. We look forward to strengthening this partnership with NITI Aayog in building capacities on
SDGs.”

Germany topped the Anholt-Ipsos Nation Brands Index
Germany tops the Anholt-Ipsos Nation Brands Index for the fifth year in a row in 2021. The
index is assessing how citizens of the world view its nations, cities and regions since 2008. 2021 is
the seventh year that Germany has topped the Index for its brand.
The Index measures the power and quality of these brands by looking at six factors: exports,
governance, culture, tourism, people, and immigration and investment.
Source: https://www.weforum.org/
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi delivers keynote address at The Sydney Dialogue
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi delivered the
keynote at the inaugural Sydney Dialogue via video
conferencing. He spoke on the theme of India’s
technology evolution and revolution. The address was
preceded by introductory remarks by the Australian Prime
Minister, Mr. Scott Morrison. The Prime Minister, Shri
Modi noted recognition for India's central role in the Indo
Pacific region and in the emerging digital world. Noting
the benefits of digital age, the Prime Minister also said
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi delivering the that the world also faces new risks and new forms of
keynote address at The Sydney Dialogue
conflicts across diverse threats from sea-bed to cyber to
space.
The Prime Minister listed five important transitions taking place in India. One, the world's most
extensive public information infrastructure being built in India. Over 1.3 billion Indians have a unique
digital identity, six hundred thousand villages will soon be connected with broadband and the world's
most efficient payment infrastructure, the UPI. Two, use of digital technology for governance,
inclusion, empowerment, connectivity, delivery of benefits and welfare. Three, India has the world's
third largest and fastest growing Startup Eco-system. Four, India's industry and services sectors, even
agriculture, are undergoing massive digital transformation. Five, there is a large effort to prepare India
for the future. “We are investing in developing indigenous capabilities in telecom technology such as
5G and 6G. India is one of the leading nations in artificial intelligence and machine learning, especially
in human-centred and ethical use of artificial intelligence. We are developing strong capabilities in
Cloud platforms and cloud computing”, he added.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurates the first Global Innovation Summit of
the Pharmaceuticals sector

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
inaugurated the first Global Innovation Summit
of the Pharmaceuticals sector. Union Minister
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya was also present on
the occasion. Addressing the gathering, the
Prime Minister said that the pandemic has
PM Shri Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the first brought the Pharmaceuticals sector into sharp
Global Innovation Summit of the Pharmaceuticals sector
focus.

The Prime Minister envisioned creating an ecosystem for innovation that will make India a
leader in drug discovery and innovative medical devices. He said policy interventions are being made
based on wide consultation with all stakeholders. The Prime Minister noted that India has a large pool
of scientists and technologists with a potential to take the industry to greater heights. The Prime
Minister invited the stakeholders to Ideate in India, Innovate in India, Make in India and Make for the
World. Discover your true strength and serve the World, he concluded.
+
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launches two innovative customer centric
initiatives of RBI

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi during the launch of the initiatives of RBI

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched two innovative customer centric initiatives of RBI
viz. Retail Direct Scheme and the Reserve Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme via video conference.
The Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman and the Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India Shri Shaktikanta Das were also present at the event.
The Prime Minister said that these schemes will expand the scope of investment in the country
and make access to capital markets easier, more secure for investors. Retail direct scheme has given
small investors in the country a simple and safe medium of investment in government securities.
Similarly, One Nation, One Ombudsman System has taken shape in the banking sector with the
Integrated Ombudsman Scheme today, he said.
The Prime Minister emphasized the citizen centric nature of these schemes. He said that one of
the biggest touchstones of any democracy is the strength of its grievance redressal system. The
Integrated Ombudsman Scheme will go a long way in that direction. Similarly, the Retail Direct Scheme
will give strength to the inclusion of everyone in the economy as it will bring in the middle class,
employees, small businessmen and senior citizens with their small savings directly and securely in
government securities. As Government securities have the provision of guaranteed settlement, this
gives assurance of safety to the small investor, he said.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addresses the conference on ‘Creating Synergies
for Seamless Credit Flow and Economic Growth’

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
during the conference
+

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressed the
concluding session of the conference on ‘Creating Synergies
for Seamless Credit Flow and Economic Growth. Prime
Minister said the reforms initiated by the government in the
banking sector in the last 6-7 years, supported the banking
sector in every way, due to which the banking sector of the
country is in a very strong position today. He emphasized the
need to proactively serve the customers and asked the banks
to provide customised solutions to customers, companies and
MSMEs after analyzing their needs.
For more information: please click here
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Mr. Jürgen Steinmetz, CEO, Mittlerer Niederrhein Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(IHK)

Mr. Jürgen Steinmetz, CEO, Mittlerer
Niederrhein Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (IHK)

Prior to becoming the IHK`s CEO in 2015, Mr. Jürgen
Steinmetz was Deputy Chief Administrator of the district of Neuss
(Rhein-Kreis Neuss) heading various district departments. In
addition, he was Managing Director of the District`s Economic
Development Corporation, as well as of the district`s Technology
Center, and Employment Promotion Agency. Mr. Steinmetz is a
member of several supervisory and advisory boards of regional
business promotion organizations such as the “Innovationsregion
Rheinisches Revier”, the “Standort Niederrhein”, and the
“Logistikregion Rheinland”. He is an advisory member of the
“Regionalrat Düsseldorf” (Regional Council Düsseldorf). Jürgen
Steinmetz is actively involved in sports and education
organizations on a voluntary basis.

The IHK Mittlerer Niederrhein is a network of about 76,000 member companies. More than 2,600
voluntary active representatives of the business community and 130 IHK employees work together in the
interest of the regional economy. The Mittlerer Niederrhein region is located between North Rhine
Westphalia`s capital Düsseldorf and the Dutch border and includes the cities of Krefeld and
Mönchengladbach as well as the Rhein-Kreis Neuss and the district of Viersen. As an intermediary
between the state and the economy, the IHK represents the interests of its members in the various
business fields and performs statutory tasks as a public corporation.

Interview
1) How does IHK Mittlerer Niederrhein support companies which would like to invest in the region?
First of all, companies with an interest in the Mittlerer Niederrhein region will find a
cosmopolitan, internationally well-connected region in the heart of Europe. Every tenth of the around
76,000 member companies of the IHK have a foreign background. They take advantage of the region's
strategically favourable location to serve the German and European markets. They contribute to the
regional economy earning every second euro abroad. These are strong arguments in favour of our
business location. We have a great interest in even more foreign companies, especially from India,
settling in our region. We support this, for example, through our investment agency, Standort
Niederrhein, with data and analyses and short routes to the local business development authorities.
The IHK helps with information and advice on the subject of company settlement, aliens law, taxes,
skilled workers, vocational training, and recognition of foreign qualifications. Last but not least, we
take care of the continuous improvement of the local framework conditions. And through networking
opportunities we ensure that foreign companies also quickly feel at home here.

+
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2) What has your experience been so far with the Indian companies?
I wish I could report on a rich experience. I have fond memories of an IHK trade mission to India
back in January 2007. We visited Kolkata, Mumbai, Pune, and Hyderabad and met quite a number of
Indian companies, for example Mida & Company, Datamatics, and Forbes Marshall. These were exciting
experiences, and our Indian counterparts were personalities with a strong entrepreneurial spirit,
courage, and optimism. I also enjoyed the visit to the top university "Indian Institute of Social Welfare
and Business Management" in Kolkata and the conversation with business students, whose level
impressed me. During this trip, we also visited the branches of some German companies that have
their headquarters in the Mittlerer Niederrhein region. Many of the people in charge of these
companies are involved with the IHK and often talk about their experiences in India. You can feel the
passion they have developed for this country.
3) This year marks the 70years of establishment of diplomatic relations between India and Germany.
What do you think should be the focus areas to further strengthen the Indo-German relations?
The major tasks of our time - digitalization, energy security, sustainability, and climate
protection - also define the Indo-German agenda. I therefore think it is right to set joint priorities in the
areas of renewable energies and energy efficiency, sustainable urban development and climate and
resource protection. Of course, this should not be done without losing sight of the different starting
points of our countries. In addition, the expansion of vocational education and training, a core issue
and heartfelt concern of the German IHKs, is an important approach to Indo-German cooperation.
Against the background of increasing regulation of international supply chains, governments should
also ensure that the framework conditions for bilateral trade relations remain intact or are improved.
4) What are the economic strengths of the region? Are there any specific sectors, which IHK Mittlerer
Niederrhein is currently focusing upon?
Industrial companies continue to have a strong presence in the regional economy, especially in
the chemical, energy, mechanical engineering, metal production, food, and textile industries. The
Mittlerer Niederrhein region is also strong in the logistics sector. This is complemented by a broad
spectrum of innovative business-related services. The region is part of the so-called "Rheinisches
Revier", a coal mining region. Against the backdrop of an energy-intensive industry, the structural
change (“Strukturwandel”) in the Rheinisches Revier and the Mittlerer Niederrhein region will be an
ongoing task for the next few years, if not decades. On the one hand, we must succeed in keeping our
companies internationally competitive in the long term, and on the other hand, we must consider the
requirements of ambitious climate protection. We are committed to this success.

+
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Mr. N. Visweswara Reddy, Managing Director, Shirdi Sai Electricals Ltd
Mr. N. Visweswara Reddy is a Graduate Mechanical
Engineer, started his career with Ms Tunga Bhadra Machine Tools
Ltd., Kurnool as Graduate Engineer Trainee in 1990 and was
responsible for Production and Quality functions until 1993. From
1994, he took on the reins of entrepreneurship, as a Managing
Partner of Ms Shirdi Sai Electricals to Service, repair and
reconditioning of transformers business. With a modest beginning
from servicing of transformers, he ventured the company into EPC
business to undertake rural electrification works, substation works
and other transmission and distribution related projects. Under his
leadership the company became one of the largest distribution
and power transformer manufacturing companies in India.
Mr. N. Visweswara Reddy,
Managing Director, Shirdi Sai
Electricals Ltd

Mr. Visweswara Reddy has received National Energy
Conservation Award from Ministry of Power in 2014 for his
contribution to produce more number of energy efficient
transformers in the country.

Interview
1) What products/services does SSE Ltd offer to its clients?
SSEL is one of the prominent players in the Indian Energy Sector. SSEL manufactures
distribution and Power transformers from as low as 5 KVA and up to 500 MVA, 400 KV class. Along
with manufacturing, SSEL are also into EPC division executing lines, substations, etc. SSEL has also
recently forayed into renewable segment in which on the anvil are manufacturing of the entire
value chain of solar module, i.e., from metallurgical silica to poly silicon to module, hydro segment
and is also contemplating to move into the railway sector.
2)
What do you think would be the future trends in the field of renewable energy and green
technologies, especially in India and Germany?
With the emphasis of reduction of Carbon do oxide by all responsible countries and with an
objective to make the planet earth carbon neutral, both countries will have to play a dominant
role to play.
Another strong reason, one of the main causes of the trade deficit in India is the heavy
petroleum imports done by India. Producing Green energy through renewables like solar, wind,
hybrid, Hydrogen, battery storage and other enterprising paths without use of fossil fuels or coal
shall be the emphasis and trend to follow in the time to come.

+
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What are the potential areas for Indo-German collaboration in the renewable energy sector ?

Germany has always been in the forefront of reliable and innovative technology. Germany is a
determinable player in IR 3 and IT 4. Extensive R&D has been done in various fields. India shall be a
strong contender to implement these innovations Ina large scale due to the young skilled work force and
also for the scaleability. Joining hands by these strong countries both countries could make a difference
to the world. It is my conviction that with this combinations, India shall be In decisive position.
A lot of R&D has been done in the renewable sector in Germany. Indo- German collabration can
leverage the German R&D and technology. Apart from that, collaborating with German universities/
institutions to provide training photo voltaic engineering to the graduates in India
Tray the above answers your questions.

+
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GLIMPSES FROM THE INDIA PAVILLION AT FI-EUROPE 2021
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Consul General Dr. Amit Telang during the visit to the
Westphalian Wilhelm University

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang called on Prof.
Dr. Ulrich Rüdiger, Rector of RWTH Aachen

+

Consul General with Mr. Oliver Groll, Head of the International
Departmen, IHKSaarland and Ms. Raphaela Adam, Director, gwSaar
Gesellschaft für Wirtschaftsförderung Saar GmbH

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with Prof.
Josef Rosenkranz, Vice Rector of University
of Applied Science, Aachen

THANK YOU
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