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Dear Ladies & Gentlemen,

1. From the Desk
of Consul General

The Consulate General of India,
Frankfurt, Germany, is pleased to share
the monthly report on the commercial
trends & activities of the Consulate in its jurisdiction
for the month of July 2020. The German states,
North Rhine-Westphalia , Hesse, Rhineland
Palatinate and Saarland fall under the jurisdiction of
the Indian Consulate in Frankfurt.

2. Significant
Economic Trends
& Commercial
Outreach
3. India-EU Virtual
Summit
4. New Education
Policy 2020

In this newsletter, we have attempted to cover
trends in bilateral trade between Indian and
Germany, commercial outreach activities of the
Consulate, the Virtual India-EU Summit, and the
New Education Policy 2020. We hope that you find
our newsletter helpful. Your suggestions about the
newsletter are welcome.
Regards,
Dr.Amit Telang
Consul General, CGI Frankfurt

Private sector business conditions pick up in Germany:
Private-sector business conditions in Germany picked up markedly at the outset of the third quarter,
with the IHS Markit composite Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) coming in at a near two-year high
of 55.5 in July (June: 47.0).
The improvement in July came primarily on the back of the services sector, where conditions
improved at the strongest rate in 30 months. In the manufacturing sector, meanwhile, operating
conditions signaled no change from the prior month; however, this marked the best result since
December 2018. Activity in both sectors rose on the back of greater confidence among customers
and the lifting of restrictive measures.

(Source: www.focus-economics.com)
Significant Economic Trends between India & the four German States under the jurisdiction of Consulate
General of India, Frankfurt
The growth trend for the overall trade between India and Germany for the month of May 2020 remained comparable
to the figures in the previous month of April 2020.
The total bilateral trade between Saarland and India in the period of January-May 2020, witnessed an increase of
10.32% in comparison to the same period in 2019, and was € 105.78 million; the total bilateral trade between Hesse
and India experienced a decrease of 8.60 % and was € 525.48 million; the total bilateral trade between RhinelandPalatinate and India decreased by 9.13% and was € 504.02 million; & the total bilateral trade between North RhineWestphalia and India witnessed a decrease of 19.67% and was € 1,618.98 million. The State of North-Rhine Westphalia
accounted for 21.64 % of the total trade between India and Germany.
The total volume of trade between the two countries stood at € 7,481.92 million in Jan-May 2020 as compared to
9,138.27 € n Jan-May 2019. The overall trade decreased by 18.13% during this period. Indian exports to Germany
during this time decreased by 13.37 % and Indian imports from Germany experienced a decrease of 22.08 %. The four
states falling under the jurisdiction of CGI accounted for 36.81 % of the total trade between India and Germany in
January-March 2020.

COMMERCIAL OUTREACH
The Consul General, Ms. Pratibha Parkar
interacted with representatives from
FrankfurtRheinMain GmbH, Ministry of
Economics, Energy, Transport and Housing,
State of Hessen, and Hessen Trade & Invest
GmbH on 1st Jully 2020, through a video
conference. During the discussion, various
initiatives taken by the Indian and German
governments to help businesses during the
COVID-19 crisis were highlighted. Both sides
assured increased co-operation to boost
trade relations between India and Germany,
especially India and Hessen.
Consul General Ms. Pratibha Parkar with Mr. Norbert Noisser from Ministry of Economics, Energy,
Transport and Housing, State of Hessen, Dr. David Eckensberger from HTAI and Dr. Kasturi Dadhe from
FRM Gmbh

INDIA-EU VIRTUAL SUMMIT
The 15th summit between India and the EU was held via video conference. India was represented by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi. The EU was represented by Mr. Charles Michel, President of the European
Council, and Ms. Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission. The summit was mainly
focused on bolstering the wide-ranging bilateral cooperation between India and the European Union in fields
of trade, defence, investment, climate change among others.
In the context of the pandemic, both sides recognized the value of joint, collaborative responses at the global
level. PM Shri Narendra Modi appreciated EU’s global coronavirus initiative for accelerating access to Covid-19
Tools – vaccines, treatment and diagnostics. Recognizing each other’s strengths and mutual synergies such as
India‘s role in pharmaceuticals & research, the EU and India agreed to intensify cooperation in response to
coronavirus, including availability, accessibility and affordability of Covid-19 tools. Both President Mr.Michel
and President Ms. von der Leyen greatly appreciated the timely assistance provided by India in terms of supply
of medicines to EU countries. They sought India’s active engagement in the initiative of universal and
affordable vaccine for all.

Documents concluded during the virtual summit:
i) The Joint Political Statement summarizes the deliberations and convergences between the two sides on various dimensions
of bilateral cooperation, global issues of common interest and joint coronavirus response.
ii) The India-EU Strategic Partnership: Roadmap to 2025 summarizes the framework of our dialogue and cooperation covering
wide-ranging areas including foreign and security policy, trade & investment, modernization, sustainable development,
research and innovation, education and exchange of scholars, migration and mobility, and global governance.
iii) The India-European Atomic Energy Community Agreement on research and development cooperation in the peaceful uses
of nuclear energy will enable collaboration between the Department of Atomic Energy and EURATOM on issues such as civil
applications of atomic energy in areas such as (agriculture, healthcare, industry), radioactive waste management, fusion,
nuclear safety & security.
iv) Renewal of Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement for another 5 years will enable continuation of scientific
projects and research exchanges in areas such as biotechnology, clean energy, e-mobility, energy efficiency, marine sciences,
etc.
v) Joint Declaration on Resource Efficiency and Circular Economy will enable dialogue and cooperation in areas such as policy &
regulations, exchange of best practices and capacities, and technical exchanges in areas such as energy efficiency, waste
management, recycling, circular business models in areas such as mobility, ICT, mobility, construction, food and textiles sector.

NEW EDUCATION POLICY 2020
INDIA INTRODUCES NEW EDUCATION POLICY
The Indian Government introduced the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020, paving way for transformational reforms
in school and higher education systems in the country. NEP 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st century
and replaces the thirty four year-old National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986. Built on the foundational pillars of
Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability and Accountability, this policy is aligned to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and aims to transform India into a vibrant knowledge society and global knowledge superpower by
making both school and college education more holistic, flexible, multidisciplinary, suited to 21 st century needs and
aimed at bringing out the unique capabilities of each student.

Salient features of the New Education Policy, 2020:


Universalization of Education from pre-school to secondary level with 100 % Gross Enrollment Ratio
(GER) in school education by 2030. GER in higher education to be raised to 50 % by 2035 .



New 5+3+3+4 school curriculum with 12 years of schooling and 3 years of Anganwadi/ pre-schooling.
The new school structure corresponds to the age groups 3-8 years (foundational stage), 8-11
(preparatory), 11-14 (middle), and 14-18 (secondary). This brings early childhood education (also
known as pre-school education for children of ages 3 to 5) under the ambit of formal schooling.



Under NEP 2020, there will be no rigid separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and
extra-curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams. Students can select subjects of
their liking across the streams. Vocational education will start in schools from the 6th grade and will
include internships.



The NEP puts focus on students’ mother tongue as the medium of instruction even as it sticks to the
‘three-language formula’ but also mandates that no language would be imposed on anyone. The NEP
only recommends the mother tongue as medium of instruction, and not make it compulsory.



Higher Education Commission of India(HECI) will be set up as a single overarching umbrella body for
entire higher education, excluding medical and legal education. Public and private higher education
institutions will be governed by the same set of norms for regulation, accreditation and academic
standards.



Under the NEP, an undergraduate degree will be of either 3 or 4-year duration with multiple exit
options within this period. The college will be mandated to give a certificate after completing 1 year in
a discipline or field including vocational and professional areas, a diploma after 2 years of study, or a
Bachelor's degree after a 3-year programme.

For suggestions, please write to
com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in

