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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 
 

It is my pleasure to present the latest edition of the 
Commercial Newsletter of Consulate General of India, 
Frankfurt, covering important developments in India and 
Germany. 
 

 During the month of August, Indians across the globe 
celebrated 75th anniversary of India’s independence. The 
Government of India reaffirmed its commitments on global 
warming challenge and approved India’s updated Nationally 
Determined Contribution (NDC) which reflects India’s initiative 
to reduce emissions intensity of its GDP by 45 percent by the 
year 2030. As part of a nationwide initiative to provide students 
with a platform to solve some of the daily lives pressing 
problems, a Smart India Hackathon (SIH) was organized.  SIH 
was focussed on innovative solutions to new challenges. 
Besides, two other major fairs ‘Indian Fashion Jewellery & 
Accessories Show’ and ‘India International MSME Start-up 
Expo’ also witnessed remarkable participation.  
 

 On the trade and commerce front, Indian participation 
in various trade shows has been impressive. With 150 Indian 
exhibitors at ACEMA - a leading platform for the process 
Industries, India has registered its presence. In the meanwhile, 
Germany has announced increased investments to the tune of  
€ 500,000.00 to attract more Indian tourists.  
 

  The newsletter includes an interview with Mr. Florian 
Riedel, Managing Director of Krebs & Riedel Group. Mr. Riedel 
has shared his experience of setting-up business units in India, 
highlighting importance of technical training and availability of 
a very convenient e-government services in India. 
 

As a part of the ongoing Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations, our guest in the series ‘Indian Achievers’ is Ms. 
Deepika Khatri, Founder of “Deepika Khatri” Sustainable 
Fashion Brand. She has shared her journey of establishing 
herself as a renowned designer in Germany. 
 

Kindly send your feedback to us via email on 
com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in. Your suggestions and ideas 
would help us make the newsletter more interactive and  and 
useful.  
   
                        Yours sincerely, 
                         Amit Telang 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY  2 

IIT Kanpur and DWIH together launch Innovators Connect Tandem Programme 
 

  The German Centre for Research and Innovation (DWIH) conceived the Innovators Connect 
Tandem Programme in collaboration with Start-up Incubation and Innovation Centre (SIIC) IIT-Kanpur, 
and Centre for Cellular and Molecular Platforms-C-CAMP to enable international collaborations among 
Indian and German early stage entrepreneurs working in Life Sciences, Health-tech, Digi-tech, Agri-
tech, Sustainability and Energy disciplines. 
   
 It is a fully funded program aimed at young researchers, entrepreneurs, and early-stage start-
up founders from both India and Germany. The program is for 2 weeks. During the program, 
innovators from both the countries will jointly work on a specific problem statement and develop a 
solution to the problem. Mentorship to the innovators would be provided in various areas like 
validating problem statements, developing business plans, pitching business ideas, etc. 
 
Source: https://www.iitk.ac.in/new/media-release-siic-dwih-innovators-connect-tandem-programme 
 
 

 
 
 

Germany launches the first fleet of the Hydrogen-powered trains 
 
 A local train line in Germany will be the first in the world to run a fleet of hydrogen-powered 
trains. The line will start operating exclusively with hydrogen-powered trains, using a fleet of 14.  
  

The first commercial test of the new type of train took place on the line between Cuxhaven, 
Bremerhaven, Bremervörde and Buxtehude back in 2018. Since then, around 100-kilometer line was 
operated with hydrogen locomotives in additions to the diesel-powered trains. 

 
Lower Saxony's state premier, Stephan Weil, attended a ceremony in the town of Bremervörde 

to inaugurate the all-hydrogen line. 
 

Source: https://www.dw.com/en 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Germany plans investments in India to promote tourism 
 
 Germany is planning to invest to the tune of 500,000 Euros in India to promote tourism. The 
German National Tourist Office in the country said that it has seen a year-on-year increase of 214% in 
its business from India in the first half of this year alone. 
 
 The German tourism board aims to promote Germany as a destination for culturally interested 
travellers, families and active vacationers in the Indian market. Germany accounted for 9% of 
European trips from Indians and 55% of Indian tourists visit Germany for leisure while 38% travel for 
business. 

 
Source: https://www.livemint.com/news 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addresses                                                                                            
Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon 2022 

  

 
 
 

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressed the Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon 
2022 via video conferencing and interacted with the participants. 
 

 Addressing the occasion, the Prime Minister said that SIH has become an important way of 
public participation. He said that he is full of confidence for the young generation. The Prime 
Minister said that In the last 7-8 years, the country is progressing rapidly through one revolution 
after another. “Infrastructure revolution is happening in India today. The Health Sector Revolution 
is happening in India today. Digital revolution is happening in India today. Technology revolution is 
happening in India today. Talent Revolution is happening in India today”, Shri Modi Pointed out. 
Today the focus is on making every sector modern, he said. 
 

  The Prime Minister said that everyday new areas and challenges are seeking innovative 
solutions. He told the innovators to find solutions for the agriculture related issues. He asked the 
young innovators to take full advantage of the  initiatives like optical fibre in every village and launch 
of 5G, preparation for 6G by the decade end, and promotion of the gaming ecosystem. He said that 
Indian innovations always provide the most competitive, affordable, sustainable, secured and at 
scale solutions. That is why the world is looking towards India with hope. 
 
  

 
Cabinet approves widening access of the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library 

 

The Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the “Widening 
access of the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) database to users, besides patent offices”. 
The opening up of the TKDL database to users is an ambitious and forward-looking action by the 
Government of India.  This will be a new boost for Indian traditional knowledge, as the TKDL will 
drive research & development, and innovation based on India’s valued heritage across diverse 
fields. Indian traditional knowledge (TK) offers immense potential to serve national and global 
needs, therewith providing societal benefits as well as economic growth. 

 

The approval of the Cabinet to widen the access of the database beyond patent offices, lays 
emphasis on integrating and co-opting traditional knowledge with current practices towards 
enhancing innovation and trade.  The TKDL will act as an important sources of TK information for 
advancing knowledge and technology frontiers. 
 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressing the Grand Finale of Smart India Hackathon 2022 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3.2 

Cabinet approves India’s Updated Nationally Determined Contribution to be 
communicated to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has approved India’s 
updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to be communicated to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

 
The updated NDC seeks to enhance India’s contributions towards achievement of the 

strengthening of global response to the threat of climate change, as agreed under the Paris Agreement.  
Such action will also help India usher in low emissions growth pathways.  It would protect the interests 
of the country and safeguard its future development needs based on the principles and provisions of 
the UNFCCC. The update is also a step towards achieving India’s long term goal of reaching net-zero by 
2070. 

 
As per the updated NDC, India now stands committed to reduce Emissions Intensity of its GDP 

by 45 percent by 2030, from 2005 level and achieve about 50 percent cumulative electric power 
installed capacity from non-fossil fuel-based energy resources by 2030. 

 
The updated NDC reads "To put forward and further propagate a healthy and sustainable way 

of living based on traditions and values of conservation and moderation, including through a mass 
movement for ‘LIFE’– ‘Lifestyle for Environment’ as a key to combating climate change". The decision 
on enhanced NDCs demonstrates India’s commitment at the highest level for decoupling of economic 
growth from greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Shri Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce and Industry inaugurates             
“Conclave on Public Procurement Order, 2017” 

 

The Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 
and Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal  inaugurated the “Conclave on Public Procurement (Preference to Make 
in India) Order, 2017” to sensitise stakeholders about the Order. 

 

Shri Goyal urged industry to play role of whistle-blower in instances of wrong declaration in 
terms of indigenization of products put up on GeM. This would help in transparency in procurement 
process, which encourages domestically made goods and services, he added. Shri Goyal further said we 
are undertaking this exercise in full public glare because under PM's vision we have to strive for full 
transparency in our working. 

 

Shri Goyal remarked that our TRP in public procurement is: Trust, Reliability and Prosperity.  He 
mentioned that Government is keen to use Artificial Intelligence in GeM procurement process to make 
it more effective and sought industry cooperation to that end. 

 
Urging industry to continue engagement with Government, he  asked them to share if they are 

facing any issues of harassment. These would be openly addressed, he stressed. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3.3 

Indian Fashion Jewellery & Accessories Show (IIFJAS) 
 

 Indian Fashion Jewellery & Accessories Show was held in Pragati Maidan New Delhi between 
14 to 17 August 2022 during which the companies showcased various  products related to sectors 
Leather items, Fashion accessories, Jewels, Costume jewellery. 
 
     IIFJAS has a strong histors of 16 years. IIFJAS 2022 saw a strong participation with more than 
230 exhbitors, 9000 visitors and more than 350 stalls.  
 
 

   
 
For more information: Please click here 

India International MSME Start-up Expo 
 

8th India International MSME Start-up Expo & Summit-2022 was held from 25th to 27th August, 
2022 in New Delhi. It provided a much needed unified Global networking and business promotion 
platform to Trade, Industry & service providers to showcase, exhibit, propagate their goods & 
services and find new opportunities, sourcing, markets, Franchise / Buyers/ Sellers, JVs , Government 
& industry connects, awareness about Governments new schemes, share information / know how 
to generate strong business leads, enhance visibility & customer loyalty, launch new products etc. & 
to reach out to the right partners. 
 

      
 

https://iifjs.com/
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Mr. Florian Riedel , Managing Director of Krebs & Riedel Group 
 

 
 

 

Interview 

1)  What products does Krebs & Riedel offer? 

Krebs & Riedel is in the field of Innovative grinding technology since 1895. The cornerstone of the 
Krebs & Riedel grinding wheel factory in Bad Karlshafen was laid some 125 years ago. Today, the family-
owned company operates worldwide as a manufacturer of bespoke precision grinding wheels and 
impresses with innovation and solution-oriented application technology advice. Above all, customers 
from the automotive, aerospace, mechanical engineering, medical technology and wind power sectors 
rely upon the high-precision products manufactured by Krebs & Riedel. In addition to conventional 
grinding wheels, cutting wheels, cup grinding wheels and grinding segments with ceramic and synthetic 
resin bonds, Krebs & Riedel also manufactures CBN and diamond tools with ceramic bonds, as well as 
honing rings. The medium-sized family business with over 250 committed employees has an annual 
turnover of 31 million euros. Krebs & Riedel is one of the global innovation leaders in abrasives and has 
subsidiaries in China and India and a strong distribution network in more than 30 countries worldwide. 

2)  Could you please share with us your experience of doing business in India? 
 

India is a country full of wonderful and resourceful people. The market for us as a premium 
producer is tough because Indian companies are very price sensitive. Thanks to a great team in India, we 
can convince customers with a combination of high and consistent quality and excellent service. It paid 
off very well that we invested in technical training for our Indian staff here in Germany and that we held 
courses on intercultural communication for our German and Indian team members. Both cultures have a 
very different style of communication, and it is highly important to understand why the person on the 
other side of the phone is motivated by. 
 

 

4 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

Mr. Florian Riedel a 3rd Generation family business owner was 
born in 1968. He studied Economics at Ludwig-Maximilians-University 
Munich and graduated with a master’s degree. 

 

After his studies, he worked for an international consulting 
company, then joined a Venture Capital company, followed by filling 
the role of a CFO of a medium sized industrial company in Germany. 

 

He joined the family Business Krebs & Riedel as a shareholder 
in 2002 and took over operative functions as head of international 
business in 2016. He is non-executive director of Krebs & Riedel 
Shanghai Ltd. and Krebs & Riedel Abrasives India Pvt. Ltd.  

 

Since 1st of January 2022, he is Managing Director of Krebs & 
Riedel Group. He is passionate about technology, social sciences, 
history, cooking, mountain biking and learning about different 
cultures. 

 
 
 
 

Mr. Florian Riedel , Managing 
Director of Krebs & Riedel Group 
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 Finally, it is important to highlight the very high regulatory burden when it comes to make 
business in India. This adds high costs to doing business even before actual business can be conducted. 
It took us months after founding our subsidiary in Bengaluru before we were able to trade the first 
products from Germany to India and opening a bank account is only possible with the support of external 
consultants. On the positive side, it should not be forgotten that India offers very convenient                                  
e-government services. In that respect India is far ahead of Germany. 

3) What do you think could be the potential areas in which India and Germany could 
collaborate? 

It would be easier to name the areas in which collaboration would not be desirable. When it 
comes to the big global issues, of course a strong cooperation in greenhouse gas reduction and security 
is highly desirable. But I also see a strong potential when it comes to areas such as vocational training. 
India will see a huge shift from people employed in agriculture into manufacturing. Vocational training 
will help to integrate the newcomers into the manufacturing workforce and allow for a fast growth of 
labour productivity which in turn helps to raise incomes. 

4) What are your future plans for  Krebs & Riedel Abrasives India Pvt. Ltd? 

 

There first of all, we want to grow our distribution business. Once we have reached a critical level, 
we will also invest into localising a part of our value creation. This is not easy with our products as we do 
not source from different suppliers and assemble our products but have to make grinding wheels from 
around 650 different raw materials, mix them according to around 25,000 recipes and form and 
machines the pressed and fired semi-finished products into around 140,000 different articles.  

 

We will start simple and then add scale and complexity. 

4.2 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
  

Ms. Deepika Khatri, Founder of “Deepika Khatri” Sustainable Fashion Brand 
 

  
   

 

  
She won the "Fashion Designer Mentoring Program Hessen 2022", Frankfurt, Germany and  presented 

her collection at the Frankfurt Fashion Lounge, which was based on the "Sustainable Fashion" concept made 
out of “KHADI FABRIC”. 
 

She was also selected for the "Women Entrepreneurship" course from Cornell University and 
sponsored by "Bank f America". 

 

Interview 

1) What type of clothing do you design? Could you please tell us about the fabric, design, etc.? 

Before talking about the design, I would love to talk about the process of designing which plays a very 
important role in a sustainable fashion. 

 

The brand "Deepika Khatri" is an initiative to make clothes that are stylistically elegant and comfort-
fit, providing customers with a sustainable fashion experience. Our garments are handcrafted according to 
each individual’s requirements and specifications using the expertise of hand-art artisans from different 
origins to create the perfect dress. 

 

With the idea of empowering everyone connected to the brand, we intend to create an honest 
connection between the art and the customer by promoting eco-friendly fabrics produced through handloom 
and hand artwork of artisans, thereby making them sustainable. Our brand strives to create fashion not just 
for looking good but also make people feel good and give back to the society it touches. We believe in making 
all our products sustainable, employing artisans, and use  eco-friendly fabrics produced through handloom 
processes. With our design, We want to draw attention to slow/sustainable as we know there are many non-
positive impact of the fast fashion world on the environment and also the way fast fashion impact the labour 
across the world. 

 
 

5 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Ms. Deepika Khatri, Founder 
of “Deepika Khatri” 

Sustainable Fashion Brand  

Ms. Deepika Khatri is a Fashion Designer who was born and brought up 
in Lucknow, India, and is currently based in Frankfurt, Germany. She discovered 
her passion for the fashion designing at a very early age which used to reflect in 
her way of designing her own styles. 
 

An interesting fact, she took admission in “Bachelor of Arts” initially but 
dropped out to write a competition exam for fashion institutes. She got a good 
rank and took admission to India’s best fashion institute “The National Institute 
Of Fashion Technology (NIFT), Bengaluru” and completed her “Bachelor of 
Knitwear Designing”. She did her design collection in her final year project called 
"Bondage" at NIFT Bengaluru and got awarded as the "Most Creative Knitwear 
Designer" of that year from “ SHIMA SEIKI”. 
 

After completing college, she worked in 'Export & Buying House' in 
Bengaluru as Fashion Designer for international brands like MATLAN, Tally Weijl, 
UCB, Dorothy Perkins, etc 
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Mahatma Gandhi Said:  “THERE IS NO BEAUTY IN THE FINEST CLOTH IF IT MAKES HUNGER AND 
UNHAPPINESS.” – MAHATMA GANDHI 

 

With designing, I love to play with sustainable fabrics like Khadi, natural silk, or any handloom fabric 
which suits the design. "Khadi" is one of the most sustainable fabrics which India is producing for ages 
now.  In 1918, Mahatma  Gandhi used  Khadi cloth as a key part of the swadeshi movement and made it 
"The Revolutionary Fabric". 

 

Also, it gives me immense pleasure when our Honorable Prime Minister of  India,  Shri Narendra 
Modi promotes the Khadi fabric which shows we understand the importance of sustainable fabric and it 
highlights how sensitive we are towards sustainable fashion. 

 

There is another notion with sustainable fashion among people when it comes to designs in 
sustainable fashion is that dresses are boring and very normally designed, and there is no luxury.  And 
that's where my USP comes from, I design and make luxurious sustainable garments. 

 

2) Could you please share with us your experience of establishing yourself in Germany? 

Actually, I was very excited when I was about to travel to Germany 3 years ago but never thought 
that it will be difficult to even find a job in Germany that too in the Fashion world. Coming from a nation 
where we speak Hindi, English, or our regional language, it was very hard for me to find a job here. I 
remember it was winter and was kind of depressed because of the dark or should I say gloomy weather 
which made me start looking for a job but there was no success. 

 

While exploring social media platforms, I came across a post about the "Fashion Designer 
Mentoring Programm Hessen" contest by "Frankfurt Fashion Lounge", I was not sure about my  survival in 
this because of language issues but decided to apply for it . In this program, they asked all the designers 
from Frankfurt to submit a  Fashion concept for "Sustainable Fashion". And when it comes to sustainable 
fashion, nothing can beat our own Khadi. I submitted my sketches/designs of the collection based on Khadi 
fabric and presented how Khadi also played a very important role in our freedom movement as well. 

 

To my surprise, the organizers loved my sustainable concept & the hand designs. I won the 
competition and got awarded by Stephanie Wüst (Dezernentin für Wirtschaft, Recht und Reformen,  
Frankfurt). After this, I got series of opportunities. 

 

I presented my  first collection “Khadi: The Revolutionary Fabric” at “Frankfurt Fashion Lounge” 
during “Frankfurt Fashion Week” Jan’2022 and received loads of appreciation. Wirtschaftsförderung 
Frankfurt supported me in the journey to establish myself as a brand here in Germany. I presented my 
work  and business concept for “The Bank of America Institute for Women's Entrepreneurship at Cornell” 
program and got selected . And now I am a certified “Women Entrepreneur” from Cornell University. 
Recently, I presented  another collection ”Symbol  of  Love ” at “Frankfurt  Fashion Week” in June 2022. I 
was also invited to the “Top  Lounge” event organized by “Top Magazine” at “Steigenberger Frankfurter 
Hof”. In October 2022, I will be presenting my sustainable fashion collection at the “Marken Gala 2022” 
happening in October 2022,  where I will design sustainable footwear as well. Soon my collection will be 
available in Store at the "August Pfüller Damen” Goethestrasse, which is the top high-end brand street in 
Frankfurt. 

 

5.2 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
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3) What do you think could be the potential areas in which India and Germany could 
collaborate? 

There are many sectors in which India and Germany can collaborate and sustainable fashion can 
be a start. Indian government should open “Khadi Udhyog Bhandaar” in Germany. We have observed that 
a lot of people are interested in sustainable fashion and Khadi could be a game changer. India is an art rich 
country, there should be exhibitions about Indian handloom fabric and Hand Artwork in Germany. Basically 
to infuse it into the German market. 

 

Many international brands are working with Indian industries to manufacture their cloths  and run 
huge businesses on it. I feel the government shall  introduce policies for these international brands to 
invest a part of their business  on “Sustainable Fabrics & Hand Art Work of India. It can be a game changer 
for the sustainable market. 

4) What are your future plans? 

My plan or dream to have my own sustainable fashion store or atelier in Frankfurt, Germany, want 
to serve people here with sustainable fashion experience using authentic and varied Indian fabrics that 
are stylistically elegant and comfort-fit by  delivering our core values. 
 

Values we want to serve back to society as a brand: 
- Promote the hand embroidery artwork from different regions. 
- Give employment to the artisans who are developing handloom  and also to the    
  embroidery artisans. 
- Launch the environment-friendly product. 
- Give moral support and respect to the artisans working on sustainable art. 

                 

 

5.3 
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6 COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 

Glimpses from National Handloom Day celebrations 
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Glimpses from ACHEMA 2022 

6.2 COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 
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COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 6.3 

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with Prof. Dr. Thomas Gries 
at Institute for Textile Technology in Aachen (ITA) 

Glimpses from Jutex 2022 
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THANK YOU 


