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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 

 

     It gives me immense pleasure to present to 

you the January 2021 edition of the Consulates 

cultural newsletter 'Bharat Darpan'.  

 

    As we enter a new year and a new decade, 

we all hope the new year brings new hope and 

success, especially in our efforts to effectively 

tackle the Covid pandemic. 

 

    India celebrated its 72nd Republic Day on 

26th January 2021. The consulate hosted a 

virtual reception in view of the restriction in 

place due to the pandemic. We received a lot 

of warm messages & greetings from our 

German Friends, underlining the deep 

friendship between India & Germany. 

 

     The Consulate also celebrated the Pravasi 

Bharatiya Diwas this month recognising the 

contribution of the Indian Diaspora in India’s 

development, particularly as part of Prime 

Minister’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative. We 

also remembered Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose’s contribution to India’s freedom struggle 

on the occasion of his 124th birth anniversary. 

 

      I hope you would enjoy our newsletter. We 

welcome your feedback on the email id 

picoffice.frankfurt@mea.gov.in. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Dr. Amit Telang 
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The 72nd Republic Day of India : 

The Hon’ble President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind addressed the nation on 25th January on the 

eve of 72nd Republic Day of India on 26 January 2021. In his address to the nation, The Hon’ble 

President paid tribute to the soldiers martyred in Galwan Valley last year in a clash with China. He 

also thanked and hailed soldiers and farmers for their contribution to the nation. The Hon’ble President 

also lauded the efforts of doctors, frontline workers and the scientists for their work during the 

pandemic. The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi also greeted the nation on the occasion of the 

country's 72nd Republic Day. The link for President’s address to the nation is here: 

https://youtu.be/iwizAtnahuw 

 

 

INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 2 

Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas :   

On 9 January 2021, the Prime Minister,  Shri Narendra Modi 

inaugurated the Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas Convention. Speaking on 

the occasion, the Prime Minister complimented the overseas 

Indians for their role during the Corona pandemic in their 

respective countries. He said that during his discussions with the 

State Heads, he always felt pride in the overseas Indians when the 

Heads praised the Indians in their countries for their contribution 

as doctors, paramedics and as general citizens. He also noted the 

contribution of the overseas Indian’s in India’s fight against 

COVID.  

 
Parkash Purab of Shri Guru Gobind Singhji :  

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi paid respect to Shri Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji on the occasion of his Parkash Purab. In a series of 

tweets, the Prime Minister said, "I bow to Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji on 

the pious occasion of his Parkash Purab. His was a life devoted to 

creating a just and inclusive society. He was unwavering when it 

came to upholding his principles. We also recall his courage and 

sacrifices...”. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/iwizAtnahuw
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National Youth Day :  

The National Youth Day is celebrated to 

remember Swami Vevekananda and his 

philosophy. On this occasion, the Prime Minister, 

Shri Narendra Modi applauded Swami’s 

contribution and asked the youth to follow his 

advice.  

 

Birth Anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose :  

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi attended the 

124th Birth Anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 

in Kolkata. He presided over the inaugural function of the 

celebrations at Victoria Memorial in Kolkata. Speaking 

on the occasion, The Prime Minister said, “today is the 

birthday of that brave son of Maa Bharti  who gave new 

direction to the dream of independent India.  

Speaking at the valedictory function of the 2nd National Youth Parliament Festival, the Prime 

Minister talked about how individuals come in contact of Swami Vivekananda’s influence sphere 

and create institutions.  These institutions in turn create builders of new institutions. This starts a 

virtuous cycle of individual development to institution-building and vice versa. He pointed out that 

an individual builds a great company and the ecosystem of the company gives rise to many brilliant 

individuals who, in their time, create new companies. 

 

Today is the day we celebrate the consciousness that 

tore through the darkness of slavery and challenged the 

mightiest power of the world with the words that I will not 

beg for freedom, I will take it”. The Prime Minister 

conveyed that the country has decided to celebrate 

Netaji's birth anniversary, i.e. 23 January every year as 

'Parakram Divas' in order to honour and remember 

Netaji’s indomitable spirit and selfless service to the 

nation. The Prime Minister asserted that  Netaji is 

embodiment of  India's might and inspiration. 



+ 

  
 

Located on the western end of the Rajpath in New 

Delhi, the Rashtrapati Bhavan is the official residence 

of the President of India. With its 340 rooms in the main 

building covering 5 acres on an estate of 330 acres, it 

is one of the largest residences of any head of the state 

in the world.  

A stunning archway standing as a tribute to the brave 

soldiers who sacrificed their lives for the country, India 

Gate is one of the landmarks of Delhi. Built with 

sandstone, this 42-m-high gate was the first of its kind 

in the national capital. India Gate also plays host to 

the awe-inspiring Republic Day Parade, when the 

President lays a wreath on the Amar Jawan Jyoti. 

*  SPECIAL FEATURE: DELHI 3 
The rich architectural heritage, diverse traditions and cosmopolitan character make Delhi a unique 

city. Being a witness to political turmoil for many centuries, Delhi is a symbol of sacrifices and love 

for the nation. After city came under the British rule In early 19 century, they decided to shift their 

capital from Calcutta to Delhi in 1911. After India’s independence in 1947, New Delhi was officially 

declared as the capital of India. Also known as Lutyens' Delhi (having been designed by Sir Edwin 

Landseer Lutyens, a noted British Architect), New Delhi bears a striking contrast to Old Delhi with 

respect to architecture, building materials and layout. The National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi  

encompasses a massive metropolitical area including New Delhi and Old Delhi and is home to 19 

million people. India’s rich and diverse cultural heritage is reflective in Delhi in the form of museums, 

historic forts, monuments, libraries, auditoriums, botanical gardens, places of worship, traditional 

cuisine, arts & crafts.  

The Red Fort is a historical fortification in the national 

capital of New Delhi. Located in the center of the city, 

it was the main residence of the emperors of the 

Mughal dynasty. This imposing piece of architecture 

derives its name from its impregnable red sandstone 

walls. Today, this monument is home to a number of 

museums that have an assortment of precious artifacts 

on display. 

https://www.holidify.com/places/delhi/rajpath-sightseeing-1729.html
https://www.holidify.com/places/delhi
https://www.holidify.com/places/delhi
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Located in the national capital of New Delhi, the Lotus 

Temple is an edifice dedicated to the Baha'i faith. The 

magnificent structure of this building unfolds in the form of a 

stupendous white petal lotus and is one of the most visited 

establishments in the world. The Lotus temple is one of the 

seven Baha'i Houses of Worship present around the world. 

Qutub Minar is a minaret or a victory tower located in 

Qutub complex, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in Delhi's 

Mehrauli area. With the height of 72.5 metres (238 ft), 

Qutub Minar is the second tallest monument of Delhi. A 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, it is located in Mehrauli and 

its construction was started in 1192 by Qutb Ud-Din-

Aibak, founder of Delhi Sultanate. Later, the tower was 

built by various rulers over the centuries. 

 

Holding the Guinness World Records as the world's 

largest comprehensive Hindu temple, the Akshardham 

Temple is a stunning piece of architecture. The temple 

itself has been constructed in pink sandstone and 

marble and is laid amidst neatly manicured lawns, 

pristine waterfronts and open courtyards. It has been 

designed in the traditional Hindu style of architecture 

and follows vaastu shastra and pancharatra shastra. 

Rajghat is situated 4 km away from Janpath in Delhi and 

holds a great significance in the history of India. Rajghat is a 

place where Mahatma Gandhi was cremated in the year 

1948. The cenotaph commemorating his memory is a simple 

black marble structure that sits in the midst of a beautiful lush 

green garden. The place is visited by locals, foreigners 

including foreign delegates and dignitaries to pay their 

homage to Father of the Nation who led India to freedom in 

1947 and shown the world the path of truth and non-

violence to fight injustice. 

 

https://www.holidify.com/places/delhi


+ 

  

  

The 'Masjid-I Jahan-Numa' or Jama Masjid in Delhi is the 

largest mosque in India built by Mughal Emperor Shah 

Jahan. With a capacity of twenty-five thousand people in 

the courtyard, Jama Masjid extends for about 1200 square 

meters in area with three gateways, four towers and two 

minarets which are forty meters high. 

One of the oldest markets in Old Delhi, Chandni Chowk is Old 

Delhi's main thoroughfare which is a chaotic wholesale 

market lined by hawkers and porters offering full medieval 

bazaar experience. It is an important historical site renowned 

for the availability of every kind of goods as well as food. 

Built in 1724 by Maharaja Jai Singh II of Jaipur, Jantar 

Mantar is one of the five astronomical observatories built 

by the king in Northern India. Its striking combinations of 

geometric forms have caught the attention of architects, 

artists and art historians from around the world. It was 

designed for the observation of astronomical positions 

with the naked eye. It is a part of the tradition of the 

Ptolemaic positional astronomy, which was common in a 

lot of civilisations. 

Delhi is a charming blend of both architectural styles, giving us the magnificent city it is today.  While 

Mughal gave Delhi stunning monuments like Red Fort, Qutub Minar, Purana Qila and Humanyu’s 

Tomb and Jama Masjid, the British built architectural gems such as Parliament House, Rashpati 

Bhavan, North and South Blocks, India Gate and Connaught Place.  

 

Delhis art museums are a playground for creativity and artistic visions. Under imposing heritage 

buildings lies some of the finest artworks in the country. One of the most popular ones is the National 

Museum of Modern Art which has an array of creative treasures spanning up to hundreds of years of 

Indian heritage. The traditional crafts of India is displayed in the National Crafts Museum. 
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DELHI : Culture & Tradition  

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

   

Delhi forms a unique congregation of culture as Delhites are a community of people coming from 

different states and regions of India. Numerous fairs and festivals are celebrated in the city making it 

a very diverse and colorful city. Being the capital of the country and the centre of political activities, 

it has also paved the way for the cosmopolitan lifestyle of the people.  

 

New Delhi has iconic government structures, glitzy malls, sprawling residential complexes, popular 

restaurants, cafes, grand temples and gardens. Delhi has an amalgamated cuisine, which revolves 

around dishes from Punjab, Haryana, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh etc. Starting from International 

cuisine to Mughal cuisine, you can find almost all kinds of Indian food in Delhi. 

 

Traditionally speaking, a mixture of ancient Indian and Mughal styled cuisine is now considered as 

authentic Delhi cuisine. Some of the popular street food includes Lassi, Kebab, Chhole-Bhature, 

Falooda, Samosa, Butter Chicken, Nihari and Kulfi etc.  

The most iconic artwork of Delhi is making jewelry. Meenakari and Kundan Jewelries are considered 

as an important souvenir and an heirloom in many families. Textile embroidery is another famous 

artwork. One can also find plenty of paper painting, miniature painting, manuscripts and marble 

paintings. Artworks on potteries and enameling works are also common. 

 

Delhi is also known for dance and music. Folk music and dances of neighbouring states of Haryana, 

Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan are common in Delhi.  
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CGI Frankfurt organized an online interaction 

Indian student on 6 November 2020. The session 

was attended by representatives of seven Indian 

students’ associations within the jurisdiction of CGI, 

Frankfurt. Various steps and initiatives regarding 

welfare of students were discussed. 

 

Prof. Dr. Kristina Sinemus, the Hon’ble Minister for Digital Strategy and Development of the State 

of Hessen, sent a video message being the Chief Guest for the event. Apart from Prof. Dr. Sinemus, 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Pinkwart, the Hon’ble Minister for Economy, Innovation, Digitization and Energy, 

North Rhine Westphalia and Dr. Stephan Holthoff-Pförtner, Hon’ble Minister for Federal and 

European Affairs and International Affairs for the State of North Rhine-Westphalia also sent video 

messages. Consulate is highly thankful to these dignitaries for their very kind and touching 

messages on India's Republic Day.  

 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES 4 

The 72nd Republic Day of India was celebrated by Consulate 

by organizing a flag-hoisting ceremony and playing of 

National Anthem with the limited physical presence of its 

India-based officials and a few local staff. Thereafter, 

Consul General read Rashtrapati ji’s Address to the Nation. 

The cermony was livecast on Consulate’s Facebook Page. 

Consulate also organized the virtual reception on this 

occasion. 

 

Cultural performances : The virtual event also inluded a series of cultural performances by Indian 

aritsts and Indian community associations as well as the congratulatory messages sent by various 

Indian entrepreneurs and company representatives. Consulate is especially thankful to Pandit 

Vikash Maharaj, a Sarod maestro from Varanasi, India and his sons, Shri Abhishek Maharaj and 

Shri Prabhash Maharaj (popularly known as Maharaj Trio); Ms. Kankana Singh, an acclaimed 

classical Manipuri dancer from Kolkata; Mr. Bala Nagaraj, a professional singer; Ms. Nihira Joshi 

Deshpande, an accomplished vocalist and singer and Dr. Janani Suresh Ram, a professional 

Bharatanāṭyam dancer for their beutiful performances and Indian Cultural Club for Heritage and 

Entertainment (ICCHE).Consulate is also thankful to Mr. Nishad Phatak, Indian vocalist and his 

fellow young artists; various Indian community associations based in NRW; Indian Students 

Association Bonn - Cologne along with Indian students from all over Germany; Bihar Fraternity and 

Ms. Sharvari Dixit Bhalerao, Kathak dancer for contributing to our virtual celebration of India's 72nd 

Republic Day.  Over all, Consulate would like to convey its heart-felt gratitude to all the members 

of Indian community who have supported us in our commitment to continue our cultural and 

commercial activities through virtual sessions in this ever-chaning Covid-19 restrictions.  

The web links for the virtual event are given hereunder: 

Official Event:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdC-saVPhuQ&feature=youtu.be 

Cultural Event: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b95B4F2Cb5w&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdC-saVPhuQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b95B4F2Cb5w&feature=youtu.be
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Pravasi Bharatiya Divas: The 16th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas  

Convention was held Virtually on 9 January, 2021. The theme 

of 16th PBD Convention 2021 was "Contributing to 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat". CGI Frankfurt celebrated the 16th PBD 

through virtual mode. The celebration included a series of 

video messages received from a cross-section of the Indian 

diaspora settled in Germany. 

 Marking the celebration, Consul General addressed the Indian community through a video 

message in which he highlighted the important role played by them not only to India’s 

development but also to the development of their host country.  

A link of the compilation of all video messages is given here: https://youtu.be/5zbsFf5V 

 

Vishwa Hindi Divas (World Hindi Day): Every year 10 

January is celebrated as Vishwa Hindi Divas. Various 

activities organized to celebrate Vishwa Hindi Divas 2021 

included Hindi Essay, Poem and Hindi Quiz Competitions 

through virtual mode.  Consul General, through a video 

message, thanked members of Indian community and 

German nationals who have been supporting 

Consulate all these years to promote Hindi in Germany.  

 
Consulate is thankful to Ms. Heidi Pandey, German-Hindi Translator and Journalist; Mr. Joerg 

Tiebes, Phase Team Leader, Weed Control, Bayer A.G; Prof. Susanne Scharper, Lecturer, Mainz 

University; Mr. Alexander Hoffmann, KFW Bank employee and Ms. Dalia Blau, Kindergarten 

Teacher, Offenbach, Germany for their congratulatory messages on the occasion of Vishwa 

Hindi Divas 2021. Some of the activities are compiled in the video for which the link is given here: 

https://youtu.be/4pgPDcnzQlk  

 
Birth Anniversary year of Netaji Subhash Chadra Bose:  As 

Government of India decides to continue celebration of the  

birth anniversary of Netaji year long to mark the 125th birth 

anniversary year of Neta ji on 23rd January, members of 

Indian community in Germany shared a number of videos 

messages containing several patriotic songs to pay homage 

to his sacrifice for India's freedom.  

 

 These videos have been shared on our Facebook page on 23rd January. We are thankful to Ms. 

Taposhi Roy, Ms. Priyanka Mitra, Ms. Nandita Chanda and the team of Indian Cultural Club for 

Heritage and Entertainment (ICCHE) for their efforts to record and share these videos with us. 

 

https://youtu.be/5zbsFf5V
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F4pgPDcnzQlk%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2LFmsf23Q4LU3E72Du6bl3_CG9sUFo13jLXagcmPwoN2_XOXBuTuPOyRQ&h=AT17NQ-XwuQu1z2neGDrPrExQbDrk7xkoxB_bzTBOFCBq3z5_2WU4-DjEqfxTtgMOqmBE6ciVdByjHohN5MyHDxdFkpvbXsN-krpr4gsRAyHdYxzLrKMvYMrV3bEH-6Zwcs&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT04wPQ_FqG_Ob1mZ61jABM9qLAYHnLovCRI2U1e0NIkdJPX1Zl7ZSFcXtCsjs3aHPCEkcc13rO3qQr3ZHKRQFNAevDuTWQlyGWiwVcnasrT9iByzASQ0tm1qKI8aDwKaR4wgxkpx0vGi1_jKcLBFglGhLkviLFSuFdVPTlj_bVi3vBPH7q4HZsao7H4qUz52pM-ixo#_blank


+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 5 

 

             

1. How would you describe yourself to our readers? 

I would describe myself as a thoughtful dancer who is well aware of her strong roots and isn’t afraid 

to experiment. 

       

2. How is Manipuri dance style different from other Indian dance styles? 
 

Manipuri dance style has a very unique style of its own, which boasts of flowy and sinuous movements 

resulting in its inherent grace and subtlety. Along with a softer Lasya (feminine) aspect it also consists 

of a very strong and rigorous Tandava (masculine) aspect which gets distinctly reflected through the 

different costumes, movements, dance styles and training. Manipuri is the only Indian Classical 

Dance style which has two simultaneous costumes for the Lasya and Tandava forms. Manipuri dance 

style doesn’t have positions or movements resembling temple sculptures, like that of Bharatanatyam 

or Odissi. This is mainly because, most of the movements have originated from the daily activities of 

the Manipuri community and from their deeply embedded religious beliefs. 

 

3. You have performed in many prestigious festivals in India as well as abroad. What was the 

response of audience to these performances? 

Whenever I perform on stage, I should be able to enact and execute well. Only then can my ‘bhava’ 

will be understood by audiences. After seeing my performances, members from the audience have 

come and told me that their expectation with Manipuri was very different but my performance had 

changed their perspective.  

4. What is your most cherished achievement? 

I feel, as performers, when we start paying too much attention to materialistic achievements, we 

stop growing as artists. So I would say that each and every time when I go up on stage and perform 

an item or put up a presentation, I feel like I have achieved something great, because not everyone 

is as lucky as me. Not everyone gets the opportunity to perform in front of an enthusiastic audience.  

 

5. Advice to budding artists and dance enthusiasts? 

My advice would be to keep on going. There might be times when you will feel extremely low and 

on the verge of giving up, but don’t. I would suggest, take some time off, if needed, but then come 

back with a stronger willpower. Moreover it is important to work not only harder, but also smarter.  

 

 

 

 

*Pictures courtesy : https://Delhi-tourism.com & https://www.holidify.com 

 

Kankana Singh 
Manipuri Dancer 

धन्यवाद 

Danke  schön 

https://delhi-tourism.com/

