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Dear friends,
I am delighted to share the February 2021
edition of our Cultural Newsletter: 'Bharat
Darpan'.
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH

Some of the highlights of this month
include developments in India like the launch
of India’s first dedicated commercial satellite
PSLV-C51/Amazonia-1 and the ‘Dekho Apna
Desh’ campaign launched by the Ministry of
Tourism.
As part of our regular feature
showcasing one of the Indian states, we have
covered the beautiful state of Uttarakhand in
this edition.
Uttarakhand is blessed with
enchanting natural landscape which provides
opportunity for activities as varied as spiritual
discovery to adventure sports. I hope you will
enjoy this special feature.
We are also happy to include the
interview of Ms. Nihira Joshi Deshpande, an
accomplished Indian vocal artist presently
based in Germany.
We look forward to your feedback on the
newsletter,
which may be sent
on
picoffice.frankfurt@mea.gov.in.
Yours Sincerely,

Dr. Amit Telang

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in
/
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INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Pariksha Pe Charcha 2021
The fourth edition of Prime Minister’s popular interaction programme with
school students, teachers and parents called ‘Pariksha pe Charcha’ will
be conducted through video conferencing in view of the ongoing Covid19 pandemic. The registration for participation is open till March 14. The
interaction session this year is also open to students from all over the world.
2
There will also be several activities conducted for teachers, students, and
parents that will motivate them for the upcoming examinations. For
2
registration, please visit: https://innovateindia.mygov.in/ppc-2021/

2

PM addresses the ceremony of 75 years of Shri Ram Chandra
Mission

The Prime Minister addressed the event organized to
commemorate the 75 years of Shri Ram Chandra Mission
(SRCM) on 16 February. The Prime Minister lauded the Mission
for instilling meaningfulness, peace, health and spiritual
wellbeing among the people. He also praised the Mission for
popularizing yoga. SRCM is a non-profit organisation that
provides spiritual training and meditation. For full speech,
please click the link: PM's speech
Prime Minister’s address at the Convocation Ceremony of Visva-Bharati
University
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressed the Convocation Ceremony
of Visva-Bharati University on 19 February 2021 through a video conference.
While addressing the the convocation, Prime Minister said, “Gurudev named
the University as Visva Bharati meaning Global University since he expected
that anyone who comes to learn in Visva Bharati will see the whole world from
the point of view of India and Indianness…”. For full speech, please click the
link: PM's Speech
Prime Minister Pays tribute to Shivaji Maharaj on his birth anniversary
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi paid tributes to Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, on his birth anniversary on 19 February 2021. In a
tweet, the Prime Minister said, "Bowing to one of the greatest sons of
Mother India, the embodiment of courage, compassion and good
governance, the saga of extraordinary intelligence will motivate
country for ages”.

PM pays tributes to Saint Ravidasji on his Jayanti
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi paid tributes to Saint
Ravidasji on his 644th Birth Anniversary on 27 February. Taking to
Twitter, the Prime Minister said, " Saint Ravidasji gave messages on
equality, goodwill and compassion centuries ago, which has
inspired the countrymen for ages. I pay tribute to him on his birth
anniversary."
Prime Minister congratulates NSIL and ISRO on the success of the
1st dedicated commercial launch of PSLV-C51/Amazonia-1
Mission
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi congratulated NSIL and
ISRO on the success of the 1st dedicated commercial launch of
PSLV-C51/Amazonia-1 Mission on 28 February. The Prime Minister
said, "Congratulations to NSIL and @isro on the success of the 1st
dedicated commercial launch of PSLV-C51/Amazonia-1 Mission.
This ushers in a new era of Space reforms in the country….”.
Ministry of Tourism focuses on Dekho Apna Desh Campaign
Ministry of Tourism is organising various tourism promotion
events under ‘Dekho Apna Desh’ Campaign showcasing
various tourism assets and products of the country with an aim
to create awareness among the stake holders and citizens.
Under this initiative, India Tourism offices in Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai are busy organising
many roadshows to to promote domestic tourism.

Ministry of Culture organises Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav in
West Bengal
The Ministry of Culture organised its Rashtriya Sanskriti
Mahotsav (National Cultural Festival) 2021 in Cooch, Behar,
Darjeeling and Murshidabad in West Bengal. Rashtriya
Sanskriti Mahotsav has been instrumental in showcasing folk
and tribal art, dance, music, cuisines & culture of one state
in other states reinforcing the cherished goal of “Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat”.

+

COVID-19 Vaccine Drive in India
Through the past month, we have witnessed a
vaccination drive in India that is unmatched in its scale
and speed.

Healthcare professionals and frontline

workers across the length and breadth of India have
been

vaccinated.

Vaccination

of

older

and

vulnerable segments of the population, such as those
with co-morbidities, has also begun from March 01.
Vaccine Maitri
India’s supply of Covid-19 vaccine to all over the world under
its VaccineMaitri initiative, which has boosted its credentials
as a responsible and reliable international partner, has also
expanded in scope in the past month.
supplied vaccines to 66 countries.

India has so far

As conveyed in the

January newsletter, a running list of vaccine supplies has
been created on the MEA Website. Please see the link:
Vaccine Supply
Launch of DigiLocker Platform
On 19 February, Minister of State for External Affairs,
Shri V. Muraleedharan launched a new scheme by
which an applicant can leverage the DigiLocker
platform of Government of India while applying for
passport related services from anywhere in India. The
launch of this new scheme will enable citizens to submit
documents for availing passport services in a paperless
mode.
India commenced its term as BRICS Chair
with an inaugural three-day Sherpas’
meeting held at 24-26 February.

India

presented its priorities for the Chairship in
2021 under the theme “BRICS@15”: Intra
BRICS

Cooperation

for

Continuity,

Consolidation and Consensus”: Reforms
of

the

Multilateral

System,

Counter-

Terrorism Cooperation, Technological and
Digital solutions for SDGs and Enhancing
People to People Exchanges.
+
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SPECIAL FEATURE: UTTARAKHAND

Uttarakhand is a small state in northern India. It borders Tibet (the
autonomous region of China) in the north and Nepal in the east.
The state was the part of Uttar Pradesh until November 2000
when it became the 27th State of India. The state is divided into
Garhwal and Kumaon regions. There are many temples and
pilgrimage centres in Uttarakhand including most revered Hindu
temples of Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri and Yamunotri
because of which, state is often referred as Dev Bhoomi (God’s
Land). The holy rivers of India, Ganges and Yamuna also

Vasuki Tal, a glacial lake near

originate in Uttarakhand.

Kedarnath Dham

Uttarakhand is also popular because of the world-known environmental movement called, Chipko
movement. The natural environment of Himalayas makes the state an ideal location for those who seek
tranquility. The state is also popular for natural beauties, bio-diversity, adventure and eco-tourism.
The

four

most

revered

Hindu

pilgrimages

namely

Yamunotri, Gangotri, Kedarnath, and Badrinath, popularly
known as Char Dhams are nestled in the serene heights of
the Himalayas and are most visited pilgrimages in northern
India. Each of these four sites is devoted to a specific
Hindu deity. The scenic beauty of the rivers, lakes, waterfalls, clips and snow-covered peaks makes an arduous
journey to Char Dhams the most memorable experience

Kedarnath Temple

of one’s life.
Rishikesh, known as the `Yoga Capital of the World’, is famous
for meditation and learning yoga. It is also the gateway to
Char Dhams. The popularity of Rishikesh as a spiritual centre
draws many international travellers to many centers and
Ashrams

that

are

internationally

philosophical studies.

Haridwar is a popular pilgrimage centre. It is one of the four host cities for
famous Kumb Mela, the largest religious congregation in the world. Haridwar
is a centre for learning arts, science and culture. It is also popular for
traditional Gurukul school system. If you are in Haridwar, do not miss to see
+

the Ganga Aarati (Prayers of Ganges) at Har ki Pauri.

recognized

for

their

The capital City of Uttarakhand, Dehradun is located on the foothills of
the Himalayas with river Ganges on the east and Yamuna to its west.
The city is in close proximity to Haridwar and Rishikesh and is a gateway
to many tourist locations in Uttarakhand. Some of the fine institutes of
India such as Indian Military Academy, Forest Research Institute, Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geology and Doon School are based in
Dehradun. For tourists, Dehradun mainly offers nature, sports, sanctuary,
museums and institutions. Dehradun is known for lychees and basmati
rice.
Mussoorie is one of the most visited hill stations in India and one of
the popular summer hill resorts of colonial time. The picturesque
view of Himalayas in the backdrop and Doon valley at its foothill
in the south makes Mussoorie extremely beautiful. It is also popular
for leisure travellers and honeymooners. The city is 34km from
Dehradun. Mussoorie is popular among backpackers and
adventure sport enthusiasts.
Corbett National Park is one of the first nationals park of India, which
got its name after the famous British hunter, tracker, naturalist, and
author, Edward James Corbett. The park is a natural habitat of the
rare species of tigers, a large variety of wild animals, birds and rich
flora and fauna. Corbett National Park is a huge attraction for
national and international visitors in Uttarakhand.

Dotted with many lakes, Nainital is a popular hill station in
Kumaon region of Uttarakhand. The city is situated in a valley
with an eye-shaped lake surrounded by mountains and rich
flora and fauna. Apart from Naini Lake, some of the tourist
spots include St. John Wilderness Church, Naina Peak & Naina
Devi temple. Yachting and boating are popular activities.
Almora is famous for its rich cultural heritage, unique handicrafts
and delicious cuisines, rightfully claiming its name as the cultural
capital of Kumaon. It is ssurrounded by pine trees, it offers a
panoramic view of the snowy peaks of Himalayas. Popular
among tourists are Bright End Corner’s sunset, Chitai temple,
Nanda Devi Temple, scenic town of Ranikhet and a more than
two hundred years old Lala Bazar with stone paved streets.
+

The small town of Baijnath is known for a 13th century
temple in the Bageshwar district in Kumaon division. It is a
Monument of National Importance. The temples, famous
for their ancient architecture, were built by the Katyuri
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kings who ruled over the Garhwal and Kumaun of
Uttarakhand and Doti in Nepal.

Valley of Flowers
A world heritage site in the Chamoli District of Uttarakhand, Valley of Flowers was
discovered by great Mountaineer Frank S Smith in 1931. The valley is located at a
the very high altitude in Himalayas. The valley majestically booms on the arrival of
hotter months with multitudes of exotic flora. The magnificent spectacles of
waterfalls, small streams and flowery meadows makes a visit to the valley a lifetime
experience.
Himalayan region of Uttarakhand is an ideal place for skiing, rafting,
mountaineering, trekking, rock climbing and camping. Pithoragarh,
Bageshwar and Chamoli districts offer abundant natural beauty and
locations for adventurists. Auli offers an excellent place for ski
enthusiasts. Many tributaries of Ganga such as Alaknanda and
Bhagirathi provide several levels of rafting.

Uttarakhand is home to many communities and religions
including many tribes. Kumauni and Garhwali languages are
influenced by Hindi and Nepali. Most of the people live in a
joint family system. Main occupation is agriculture. Many
deities are worshiped while short stories drawn from
Mahabharata and Ramayana are told out of devotion,
recreation and inspiration. Traditional folk music and dance
are both popular and customary and have been passed on
from generations to generations.

Folk Dance in Tribal region in Garhwal

Food in Uttarakhand is not much different from what is available in
neighbouring states of Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.
However, visitors can try something different in tribal and hilly areas where
some of the cuisine is based on local produce of millets, Horse Gram, Soya
Beans & Pigeon Pea etc. Some of the local vegetarian dishes available in
Bal Mittai, a popular sweet
from Almora
+

Kumaon and Garhwal regions are Kulath Soup, & Mandua ki Roti, Jhangora
ki kheer, Chainsoo, Kafuli and Phaanu.
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH

Ms. Nihira Joshi Deshpande
Singer

Could you please describe your musical journey to our readers?
I have been on Indian TV shows like Saregamapa, Soor Nava Dhyas Nava etc. I have had
the opportunity to work with composers like Shankar Ehsaan Loy, Saleel kulkarni, Nilesh
Moharir, Avadhoot Gupte , Ashok Patki. I have performed in around 10 countries over the
world. I compose and sing my own songs and release them Independently. I am a
nominee for the following awards: Radio Mirchi awards , Maharashtra State Awards ,
Independent Music Awards USA.
When do you create music what is your personal purpose or goal?
It is to learn something new from each opportunity, each creation. It is also to connect
with my inner self as I sing.
What is your most cherished achievement?
My most cherished achievement is the wonderful response I have got for my independent
music so far. My singles Na Chedo, Nirmohiya, Ishq Manayein Kya, have been received
and loved by a varied range of audience. That is very satisfying.
What’s your favorite piece of music & why ?
To name one is the most challenging task:) But if I had to name one, it would be Raga
Shuddha Sarang's rendition of Kishori tai Amonkar. You can feel her connection with the
higher self and her submission to art.
Which artists work do you love the most & take inspiration from ?
Kishori Amonkar, Kishor Kumar, Hridaynath Mangeshkar, Pink Floyd, Porcupine Tree, Celia
Cruz, Nikhil Banerjee. I get inspired from them to submit to music and make music for my
own self.

धन्यवाद
Danke schön
+

