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Dear friends, 

 

The Consulate General of India, Frankfurt is 

delighted to present the new version of Cultural 

Newsletter of the Consulate. We have named it 

'Bharat Darpan' or 'Indischer Speigel'. It is our 

humble attempt to portray the multicultural ethos 

of India and also bring out the mutual admiration 

and affection the people of India and Germany 

share through inter-cultural exchange.   

 

Besides a glimpse of important developments in 

India and Germany and the Consulate's 

outreach to various educational and socio-

cultural institutions, the newsletter also contains a 

feature presenting the culture and cuisine of 

various states in India. For this edition of the 

newsletter, we have chosen the state of Kerala: 

the God's own country. It is our endeavour to 

recognise the contribution of people who have 

contributed to Indo-German friendship and 

people to people exchanges through their 

earnest efforts and dedication. In this series, we 

present to you Ms Sundaram Kumari who has 

contributed a lot towards popularisation of 

Indian handicrafts in Germany. 

 

We sincerely hope that you find the newsletter 

informative and interesting. We look forward to 

your feedback and suggestions, which may be 

sent to pic.frankfurt@mea.gov.in. 

 

With best wishes, 

(Amit S. Telang) 

S EPT EM BER  2020  

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/ 
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  2 INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

 

Inauguration of the longest highway tunnel in Himalayas. 

 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the world’s longest Highway tunnel connecting Himachal Pradesh to 

the new Union Territory, Leh Ladakh in the northen part of India. The state-of-the-art tunnel is the world’s longest 

Highway tunnel and is built in the Pir Panjal range of Himalayas at an altitude of 3000mtrs from Mean sea level. 

 

Prime Minister Modi dedicated the tunnel to late Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the former Prime Minister of India who had 

laid the foundation of the tunnel in 2002. The tunnel will connect Manali (Himachal Pradesh) to Lahaul-Spiti Valley 

(Leh Ladakh) throughout the year as the valley used to remain cut off for about six months every year due to heavy 

snowfall. The 9.02 km long tunnel reduces the road distance by 46 kms and the travel time by about 4-5 hours. 

Speaking on the occasion, Prime Minister lauded the efforts of the engineers, technicians and workers who risked 

their lives in making this dream come true. He also said that the tunnel would not only usher new and the enhanced 

economic activities in the region but it would also aid our security forces in border patrolling and getting their 

essential supplies.  

 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi dedicates to the nation the World’ s longest Highway tunnel - Atal Tunnel, in 

Manali, Himachal Pradesh on October 03, 2020 . 

 

 Responsible Artificial Intelligence for Social Empowerment (RAISE) Summit 2020 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated RAISE 2020, a Mega Virtual Summit on Artificial Intelligence (AI) on 5 

October, 2020. RAISE 2020 is a global summit to share ideas and vision to use Artificial Intelligence to bring about 

transformation in areas such as education, healthcare and agriculture among others.  

 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressing at the inauguration of the RAISE 2020, a Mega Virtual Summit on Artificial 

Intelligence (AI), in New Delhi on October 05, 2020  

 



  
INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

Vaishwik Bharatiya Vaigyanik Summit 

(VAIBHAV) 2020 (Global Summit of 

Overseas and Resident Indian Scientists 

and Academicians)  
Global Summit of NRI Researchers called Vaishvik 

Bhartiya Vaigyanik (Vaibhav) Summit  2020 was 

inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 2nd 

October 2020 on the birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi in the virtual presence of the registered 

academia and researchers from across the world.   

 

VAIBHAV is a collaborative initiative by S&T and 

Academic Organisations of India to enable deliberations 

on thought process, practices and R&D culture with a 

problem solving approach for well defined objectives. 

 

 

Inauguration of 6 mega development 

projects under Namami Gange Mission 
 

On September 29, 2020, Prime Minister inaugurated 6 

mega projects that have been conceived to ensure 

the cleanliness of the holy river, Ganga. Projects 

mainly focus on improving the capacity of sewage 

treatment plants and drainig system in Uttarakhand 

state that cause pollution in Ganga.   

 
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurating 

the Namami Gange Development Projects in 

Uttarakhand through video conference, in New Delhi 

on September 29, 2020.  

 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi delivering the 

inaugural address at the Vaishvik Bhartiya Vaigyanik 

(VAIBHAV) Summit, in New Delhi on October 02, 2020.  

 

The event showcased the generations old textile 

traditions of India. Apart from being inextricably 

intertwined with India’s culture and history, the 

textile sector is considered among the highest 

employment generating sectors in India while 

also contributing sizably to India’s export basket.  

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister 

commended the efforts of Indian Council for 

Cultural Relations  and Uttar Pradesh Institute of 

Design to bring together people from different 

countries to participate in the webinar.  He said 

that the one could see India’s history, diversity 

and immense opportunity in its textile sector. 

 

“Weaving Relations: Textile Traditions” 
  
The Indian Council for Cultural Relations and Uttar 

Pradesh Institute of Design organized an online Textiles 

Summit with a theme “Weaving Relations: Textile 

Traditions” on 3rd October, 2020 in the context of 

culminating the commemoration of the 150th Birth 

Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, who looked at 

Khadi as an instrument for India’s freedom and 

prosperity. 



 

  3 SPECIAL FEATURE : KERALA 

Renowned for its scenic locations and natural beauty, Kerala is sure to enchant any nature lover with its hills, backwaters, beaches, 

waterfalls and wildlife. The state also has a rich heritage and thriving culture one can explore by visiting the various forts, palaces, 

museums, monuments and pilgrim centers. Kappad beach of Kerala is one of the eight beaches for which India has just been 

awarded Blue Glag Certification by an eminent international jury for the first time. 

The scenic backwaters of Kerala comprise serene stretches of lakes, canals and lagoons located parallel to the coast of the Arabian 

Sea. The backwater regions of Kerala are one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world. Kadambrayar Boating Centre is 

a charming picnic spot in a typical Kerala village, which is now an ecotourism village. 

 

The tranquil backwater cruises are a once in a lifetime experience. Alappuzha, known as the 'Venice of the East', is especially 

popular for its houseboat cruises where you can soak in nature at its finest form. 

Kerala brings to you a magical tryst with nature through its various hills and hill stations. A majority of these places in Kerala are 

situated on the windward side of the majestic Western Ghats. Enjoy the long chain of lush mist-clad hill stations of Kerala and 

explore the various plantations, wildlife, flora and fauna that comprise an integral part of this experience. 

 

  

 

 

Is there any better place to have a refreshing cup of tea than the hills of Kolukkumalai, which are home to the highest tea plantations 

in the world. And the tea grown here has a special flavour and freshness, thanks to the high altitude.  The sprawling plantations and 

an old tea factory lend an old world charm to this place. 

 



 

From religious occasions to festivals for specific deities, Kerala is home to a great heritage of festivals.  Our festivals celebrate 

the traditions passed down by our ancestors. Be it Onam, Eid or Christmas, all of Kerala rejoices with one spirit to bring the 

entire coastal State to life.  

Onam is the State festival which is celebrated by every household across the land. According to mythology, Mahabali was 

an Asura (demon) king who brought about peace and prosperity in the land. He makes his yearly rounds to check on his 

loyal subjects during the harvest festival of Onam. Malayalis invite him into their houses with aplomb to celebrate his 

homecoming and show him that the prosperity and contentment of his reign continues even to this day. Onasadya or 

vegetarian feasts with up to 60 separate dishes that are served are a highlight of this festival. Come Onam, Keralites drape 

themselves in their traditional off-white clothing with kasavu (zari) border, that oozes elegance and minimalism. 

 

 

Ayurveda has been nurtured on these shores for over a thousand years and the world is slowly awakening to the practical 

applications of this ancient form of medicine. Kerala has,since time immemorial, been the perfect host to practice the same 

and boasts of a wide range of Treatment and Research Centres. Ayurveda focuses on the overall holistic growth and well-

being of the individual   

 

Kerala Ayurveda is famous for its 5 prolonged treatment, named as Panchakarma. There are different types of ayurvedic 

massages performed in Kerala Ayurvedic massages centres which are designed according to the need and requirement of 

the body system  

 



Art forms in Kerala 

 

The state is known to have its unique styles of art forms which mainly consist of mythological dance drama, 

colorful costumes, heavy make-up and exquisite dance forms with mudras (Finger and palm movements) and 

vivid expressions. 

While some of these art forms showcase different colors of emotions of human life in a dance drama or poetry, 

some exhibit craft skills and even martial art expertise. Let us get familiar with some of the most popular art 

and dance forms of Kerala: 

 

Kathakali 

 

 A classical dance-drama native to the state of Kerala, Kathakali is believed 

to be almost 300 years old. It recounts the tales of the past, from epics, 

legends and myths, and while the dance and music resound with devotion, 

what really awes is the striking make-up of the dancers.  

 

Mythological charters are played in the dance dramas of this art form.  

 

Mohiniyattam 

 

Mohiniyattam is a gentle, graceful and feminine form of dance that 

originated in the state of Kerala. The dance derives its name from the 

word 'Mohini', which means the female avatar of Lord Vishnu.  

 

Ottamthullal  

 
This art form is famous for its unique presentation but also for its entertaining 

factor. This ancient art form used to be presented to criticize the kings and 

leaders of the society in a humorous way. 

 

Kutiyattam  

 
This solo dance performance which has been a traditional art form for more 

than 1000 years is a very famous art form in Kerala. In this dance form, Sree 

Krishna Charitham is presented by a female performer in the temples. This 

performer is known as Nangyaramma.  

 

Kalaripayattu  
 

This martial art form is the father of all modern martial art forms. This 

traditional fighting art form used to be practiced by the ancient warriors to 

gain strength and learn self-defense.  

 



  
Velakali  
 

This art form is a type of martial dance wherein the performers showcase 

highly energetic body movements with sword and shields to the tunes of 

musical instruments like maddalam, kombu, kuzhal etc in temples in South 

Kerala  

 

In this folk art of Christians, a group of dancers do the performance with 

the accompaniment of a song that comprises the ‘Vandana Ganam’ 

and one of the 14 ‘padas’ or stanzas on the legends of St. Thomas, one of 

the 12 Apostles. 

Thiruvathira - Graceful dance by women groups  

A unique dance form performed by women groups on the auspicious 

day of Thiruvathira in the Malayalam month of Dhanu. 

 

Thiruvathirakali performances include groups of up to eight or ten women 

dressed in traditional Kerala attire, dancing in a circle.  

 

Kerala – The land of spices, coconuts, bananas  and more…. 

 
Kerala has a diverse food culture which has everything that gourmet could wish for. Prepared with the very special 

taste of Kerala – Kerala is historically known for exotic spices – the Keralite cuisine has lot to offer both for vegetarian 

and a non-vegetarian. Sadya is a festival that embraces vegetarian cuisine in its entirety. It can contain up to 28 

dishes at once. Traditionally, Sadya is served on a banana leaf with the tapered side of the leaf facing to the left. It 

consists of red parboiled rice, side dishes, condiments, pickles, and desserts, all of which are served at different times 

during the meal.  Apart from Sadya, Puttu and Kadala Curry, Kallappam, Allepey Fish curry, Dry Fish Curry and 

Malabar sheep meat Biriyani etc are some of the other popular dishes. Kerala is Known for its rich and generous use 

of coconut and rice.  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4 CONSULTATE’S OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

 

03.09.2020: The Rhein Main Kannada Sangha e.V welcomed Consul General,           

Dr. Amit Telang and discussed in depth various community centric projects and 

ways and means forward to showcase the unique natural beauty, historical 

heritage, rich cultural traditions and industrial achievements of Karnataka in 

Germany.  

 

 

08.09.2020: Consul General paid a Courtesy Call on Mr. Dieter Beine, Chief of 

Protocol, Hessen Government yesterday. The call-on was held at the Hessen State 

Chancellery at Wiesbaden. Chief of Protocol, Mr. Beine wished Dr. Telang the best 

for his posting as Consul General.  

 

14.09.2020: 'Hindi Day' was organized at the Consulate. Consul General read the 

message of Hon’ble Home Minister Shri Amit Shah on the occasion of Hindi Day. The 

Chief Guest Mr. Ram Yadavji, who has been the head of the Hindi service of Radio 

Deutsche Vale, presented his views on the status of Hindi language in independent 

India.  

 

16.09.2020: Consul General interacted with the members of Deutsche-Indische 

Gesellschaft (DIG) Darmstadt-Frankfurt e.V. Mr. Claus Stark, Dr. Vibhuti Klingler-Dabral, 

Dr. Karin Miers, Mr. Ramu Bharpalania were present during the interaction.He also 

interacted with the representatives from Darmstadt Indian Students Association. 

21.09.2020: A team from Consulate General of India led by Consul General Dr. Amit 

Telang visited Trier, Rhineland-Palatinate. They called on H.E. Mr. Wolfram Leibe, Lord 

Mayor of Trier. The team met with Prof. Dr. Michael Jäckel, President, University of Trier, 

that hosts many Indian students and discussed the prospects for cooperation 

especially in the field of economics and applied mathematics. 

24.09.2020: The office bearers of Frankfurt Tamil Sangam e.V called on Consul General 

Dr. Amit Telang and briefed him about their activities and experiences in Germany. 

Consul General encouraged them to continue their good work for promotion of 

people to people contacts and cultural exchanges between India and Germany.  

 



  

 
Let’s Connect: Live with CGI Frankfurt 

 
Encouraged by an extremely positive response to our last series of Lets 

Connect: Live with CGI, Frankfurt, Consulate started a new series focussing 

mainly on Indian classical dances and music by organizing live session 

through its Facebook page.  

 

On 21st August 2020, we had a session 'Musically speaking with Ms. Nihira 

Joshi Deshpande.' 

 

28th August 2020, we had a session 'Melodies of South Indian Classical 

Music’ with Sreedevi Arjun and Anagha Manoj.' 

 

 

11th Sep 2020, Kuchipudi Dance performed by Ms. Bharathi Avireddy and her 

student Shivani Unnithan. 

 

 

18th September , we had a session ' Experiencing Krishna through 

Raagam, Thaalam and Pallavi’ with Malathi T. Krishnaswamy and 

Varsha Vasudevan.' 

 

 

25th September, we had a session of Kathak dance with Ms. Ujjwala Gupta. 

 



 

 

  

5 INTERVIEW OF PROMINENT PERSONALITY 

 

1. When did you get attached to Indian handicraft? 

 

 I and my husband are both passionate about handicrafts and love to travel and explore new places. 

The concept of Bhavishya took shape during my travels across India including Kutch,Rajasthan, Delhi, 

etc when I got a first hand experience of the rich variety of the handicrafts that each of these regions 

had to offer. On the other hand I also witnessed the plight of the talented artisans who struggle to 

generate enough income to meet even the basic livelihood needs through the practice of traditional 

handicrafts for generations. And yet they refuse to give up practice simply because of their passion and 

the identity it provides. In Rajasthan, near Udaipur, there’s a place called ‘shilpgram’ - a model craft-

tourism and market created by the government, where I met many national awardees selling their 

beautifully crafted products -for example, exquisite scarves, block printed bedsheets, leather goods, 

imitation jewelleries, and many more at very low prices but still had very few takers. I also met another 

artist called Bimla Devi, from my home state Bihar, who paints Madhubani paintings, just like her father, 

and also teaches the craft to about 60 children in her village. She lamented that the number keeps on 

decreasing every year for lack of interest due to low economic interest. Seeing the plight of these 

artisans and given my keen interest in handicrafts, I was filled with a strong urge to do something about 

it. I thought if we, as part of the privileged society, could make even a small difference, this would make 

our own existence meaningful in some way. 

 

2 How do you see the market for Indian handicrafts in Germany in particular and Europe in 

general? 

 

Indian handicrafts are popular not only among Germans but also people from all over Europe. They 

have a keen interest in learning about different cultures. People are generally conscious about the 

choices they make and they try to choose responsibly. Sustainability is the need of the hour, Indian 

handicrafts by very nature are eco-friendly and sustainable. Obviously the european crowd connects 

easily to our products. 

 

There are two sets of products and consumers, First one is traditional handicrafts of India done from rural 

and tribal communities which is raw and has a tribal touch. Second category is crafts made using 

traditional techniques but customized to meet the needs of urban consumers. 

 

Though, in the trade fairs and exhibitions, exporters mostly focus on the second category,  I see a niche 

market for both the categories. 

 

3. Do you face any particular problems in importing the Indian handicrafts to Germany? 

 

At the moment I don't face too many issues but I think it will come my way when we grow bigger. 

Because right now we work directly with individual artists. Bhavishya India works with artisans and self-

help groups directly and sources the products. Bhavishya India has export license and also a member 

of EPCH, Shilp World import to Germany from Bhavishya India  

 

   Sundaram Kumari from Bhavishya 



 

 

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/ 

 

 

4. Please name a few handicraft items that are popular in the local market? 

 

I think European consumers like traditional and colourful handicrafts such as brass statues, pashmina 

shawls, hand embroidered home-ware, personal accessories etc. Basically all the products which have 

excellent craftsmanship, and represent the rich, vivid culture of India are received well. I feel the 

people here like to relate our products to the vibrant culture of India as well as they love to resonate 

with the stories behind our products. 

 

5. What are the activities that you are currently busy with promoting Indian handicraft in 

Germany ? 

 

I find the current time very intriguing. Of course, like every other venture our business and sales are also 

affected.  However, I see an opportunity here as well. I am regularly in touch with many master artists 

and rural self-help groups. We are conducting online live craft storytelling and demonstration sessions. I 

think it is an interesting time to educate the world about the complexity and  challenges behind the 

making of each craft.  

 

We are also conducting the online classes and workshops to support the artisans and at the same time 

to provide urban people with opportunities to learn the different crafts of India. Also, we have a series 

'Craft dialogues' with live discussion about the opportunities, hallenges, and road-map for the future of 

Indian handicrafts. 

धन्यवाद  

 
DANKE 
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