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Dear friends,
I am delighted to share the April 2021
edition of our Cultural Newsletter: 'Bharat
Darpan'.
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The important developments covered
in this edition are government’s efforts to fight
the second wave of Covid-19, the traditional
festivities around the country to welcome the
harvest season, Guru Purab of Shri Guru Teg
Bahadur Singh ji and the birth anniversary of
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.
As part of our regular feature
showcasing one of the Indian states, we have
covered Arunachal Pradesh, one of the most
diverse states of India in terms of its
geography and culture. The varied tribal
culture, diverse flora & fauna and beautiful
landscapes makes Arunachal Pradesh a
unique sate.
We are also happy to share with you
some of the cultural activities that Consulate
organised in the month of April 2021.
We look forward to your feedback on
the newsletter, which may be sent on
picoffice.frankfurt@mea.gov.in.
Yours sincerely,

Dr. Amit Telang

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired a series
of high-level meetings and consultations to review
Covid-19 situation in the country in the month of
April. These meetings included interactions with
Chief Ministers of states, Governors and Lt.
Governors,

healthcare

professionals,

representatives of pharma industry, vaccine &
oxygen manufacturers and suppliers etc.
On

27

April,

Prime

Minister

Shri

Narendra Modi chaired a meeting
with

top

officials

to

review

the

availability of oxygen, medicines and
other health infrastructure in the
country. It was discussed that the
production of LMO in the country has
increased

from

5700

MT/day

in

August 2020 to the present 8922 MT
(on 25th April 2021). The domestic
production of LMO is expected to
cross 9250 MT/day by the end of April
2021.
PM instructed the officials to work closely with state governments to start the PSA Oxygen plants at the
earliest. Officers also apprised the PM that they are encouraging states to also set up PSA Oxygen plants.
PM was briefed about the functioning of the Oxygen Express Railways Service as well as the domestic sorties
& international sorties undertaken by Indian Air Force to transport oxygen tankers.
Launch of SWAMITVA scheme
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched the
distribution of e-property cards under the SWAMITVA
scheme on 24th April. SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages
and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village
Areas) was launched by Prime Minister as a Central
Scheme

to

promote

a

socio-economically

empowered and self-reliant rural India.

The Scheme paves the way for using the property as a financial asset by villagers for availing loans and
other financial benefits.

In India, the month of April is full of festivals that mark the beginning
of harvest and spring season. Festivals celebrated in different parts
of India in April include Baisakhi, Ugadi, Navratri, Gudi Padwa, Cheti
Chand, Sajibu Cheiraoba, Nav Samvatsar, Navreh, Puthandu,
Vishu, Bohag Bihu, Poyla Boishakh, Odia New Year, Maha Bishuba
Pana Sankranti, Utkala Dibasa, Easter, Ram Navami and Mahavir
Jayanti etc. The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has greeted
people on the occasion of all these festivals. He said that “these
Celebration of Bihu in Assam

festivals showcase India’s diversity and the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat.’

On good Friday, Prime Minister tweeted "Good Friday reminds
us about the struggles and sacrifices of Jesus Christ. A perfect
embodiment of compassion, He was devoted to serving the
needy and healing the sick.". On Baisakhi, PM tweeted “May
the auspicious festival bring happiness and prosperity in
everyone’s lives. This festival has a special link with nature and
our hardworking farmers. May our fields flourish and may it
inspire us to care for our planet.”

Celebraton of Baisakhi in Punjab

India celebrated the 400th Gurpurab of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur ji. On this
auspecious occasion, Prime Minister said that the Sikh Guru tradition is a complete
life philosophy in itself. It is the privilege and good fortune of the government that
it has got the opportunity to celebrate the 550th Prakash Purab of Shri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, the 400th Prakash Purab of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji and the 350th
Prakash Purab of Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
Paying tribute to Babasaheb on his birth anniversary, Prime Minister tweeted
“Bowing to the great Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar on Ambedkar Jayanti. His struggle
to bring the deprived section into the mainstream will remain an example for
generations to come".

To celebrate the birth centenary of legendary film maker
Satyajit Ray, one of the greatest film makers of all times, the
Film Division of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting,
Government of India, organized an online screening of Ray
films from 7th to 9th May 2021.
Visit the Film Division’s website https://filmsdivision.org or the Vimeo link: https://vimeo.com/channels/1704326
to download the films.
+
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SPECIAL FEATURE: ARUNACHAL PRADESH
Arunachal Pradesh is situated in the eastern Himalayan range
towards the north eastern tip of India. Its borders have
Myanmar on its east, Bhutan on the west and China on the
north and north east. Arunachal Pradesh is the largest of the 8
north eastern states and the most thinly populated state of
India. The extensive geographical diversity and flora & fauna of
Arunachal Pradesh is unparallel to any other states in India.

Many highly endangered birds and animals are found in Arunachal Pradesh. Being predominantly a tribal
state, the culture and social life in Arunachal Pradesh is represented with colourful festivals, rituals and
celebrations that are full of music and dance. If you love nature or interested in studying tribes and their
culture, Arunachal Pradesh is highly recommended as a destination for you. Arunachal Pradesh has been
divided into 12 tourist circuits. Each of these tourist circuits offer something different to tourists by way of
ethnic culture, topography and vegetation.

Tawang District Tawang is significantly known for Buddhist monks and
monasteries. Tawang valley is mesmerizingly beautiful. The inhabitants
of the district are mostly of Monpa tribes. The two major religious
festivals celebrated are Losar and Torgya. There are many beautiful
grlacial lakes in and around Tawang with crystal blue waters. These
remain frozen in winter. In summer, one can find large concentrations
of migratory birds around these lakes.

Itanagar is the capital city of Arunachal Pradesh. Itanagar is
dotted with a number of archaeological sites and institutions of
great socio-cultural significance. Itafort (the fort of bricks) is
located in the centre of Itanagar. The fort dates back to the 14th15th Century. One can visit the Jawaharlal Nehru Museum in
Itanagar to experience the rich tribal culture and heritage of
Arunachal Pradesh. For local handicrafts and artifacts, one can
visit Craft Centre & Emporium at Itanagar.

+

Namdhapa National Park is the 15th Tiger Reserve in the
country. Four of the felines namely tiger, leopard, snow
leopard and clouded leopard are found in Namdhapa
National Park. The park covers a wide range of altitude
from 200m to 4500m. The upper reaches remain
covered with snow during the major part of the year.
The Noa-Dihing River that flows through the park has a
rich variety of aquatic life. The Namdapha flying
squirrel, an extremely endangered animal was last seen
here in 1981. The park is also known for rare species of
butterflies and moths as well as medicinal plants.
Pasighat, the headquarters of East Siang district is
located 270 kms from Itanagar and is the oldest town
of Arunachal Pradesh. The snowclad peaks, rocky
mountains and a variety of flora & fauna makes
Pasighat

naturally

beautiful.

The

Bodak-Mebo-

Jengging Scenic area surrounded by large forests,
villages and agricultural lands is a popular picnic spot
for tourists.

Roing is a picturesque town in the Dibang District Valley by the
side of the Dibang River. Unlike other rough terrain towns of
Arunachal Pradesh, Roing is geographically plain with a lot of
land for farming and cultivation. Mayudia is a unique hill resort at
an altitude of about 8000 ft about 56km from Roing situated
amidst lofty hills, lush green forests and breath-taking landscapes
which provide a panoramic view of the surrounding mountains.
The uphill drive between Roing to Mayudia is an adventure as
well as close encounter with nature.

Arunachal Pradesh is home to many tribes. Every tribe has their own unique set of traditions and customs.
Worship of sun and moon are common. Many tribes are also followers of Buddhism. Since aagriculture is the
mainstay, many festivals are celebrated as a mark of thanksgiving to deities for giving them a good harvest.
+

Ziro district is popular for experiencing cultural festivities of Arunachal Pradesh.
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On the occasion of the 130th birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna Dr. B. R. alias Babasaheb Ambedkar, the
staff members of the Consulate offered floral tribute to Dr Ambedkar. Speaking on the occasion, Consul
General Dr Telang recalled the seminal contribution of Dr Ambedkar as the first Law Minister and as
Chairman of the Drafting Committee of Indian Constitution. He underlined Dr Ambedkar’s role as a great
social reformer especially in the field of upliftment of the underprivileged, women’s empowerment and
eradication of social injustice. He emphasized that it is important to recognise and remember the
contribution of many social reformers and national leaders as we commemorate the 75th anniversary of
India’s independence.

Consulate General of India, Frankfurt organised a virtual
interaction with various community organisations. During
the meeting, representatives of various associations
shared their views on initiatives undertaken by them for
the welfare of the Indian community. The participants also
shared their ideas on preparations for the India@75
celebrations and 70th anniversary of India-Germany
diplomatic relations.

+

To celebrate 75 years of India’s independence and 70th anniversary of
establishment of diplomatic relations with Germany, CGI Frankfurt
presented the first session in a series of interactions between professors
and students. These interactive sessions focus on collaboration
between India and Germany in the field of science and technology
and benefit Indian students who wish to pursue their higher education
in

Germany.

The

YouTube

link

for

video

is

here:

https://youtu.be/_kHI_WTRuNI

CGI,

Frankfurt

in

collaboration

with

Indian

Community Association Gujarati Samaj, NRW,
created a small informative video to pay tribute
to our forefathers who gave their lives for the
cause of our nation and to document the role of
several unsung heroes.

The video also showcased the contribution of the state of Gujarat in India’s freedom struggle and the
seminal role of scores of common Indian men and women who participated in India’s freedom struggle
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel and many more leaders. The YouTube link for
video is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqvaKDlEY58

धन्यवाद
Danke schön
Pictures: courtesy https://www.arunachaltourism.com/ & https://www.holidify.com/
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