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Celebration of 74th Independence Day of India 

The President of India,  

Shri Ram Nath Kovind 

addressing the Nation on 

the eve of 74th 

Independence Day in 

New Delhi on  

August 14, 2020. 

Hon`ble President Ram Nath Kovind`s address to the nation on Independence Day 

eve focused on centuries old cultural values which are guiding us in the troubled 

times of pandemic.  Some of the Excerpts from his speech are as follows: 

 

“…..August 15 fills us with the excitement of unfurling the tricolour, taking part in 

celebrations and listening to patriotic songs.  We gratefully remember our freedom 

fighters and martyrs whose sacrifices have enabled us to live in an independent 

nation. Our visionary leaders brought together a diversity of world views to forge a 

common national spirit.  They were committed to the cause of liberating Bharat 

Mata from oppressive foreign rule and securing the future of her children.  We are 

fortunate that Mahatma Gandhi became the guiding light of our freedom 

movement. As much a saint as a political leader, he was a phenomenon that could 

have happened only in India. The world seeks relief in Gandhiji’s teachings…... 

 

……….We have learnt some tough lessons in the year 2020. The invisible virus has 

demolished the illusion that human being is the master of nature. I believe, it is still 

not too late for humanity to correct its course and live in harmony with nature. The 

pandemic, like climate change, has awakened the global community to our 

shared destiny. In my view, 'human-centric collaboration' is more important than 

'economy-centric inclusion', in the present context. The greater this change, the 

better it will be for the humanity. The twenty-first century should be remembered as 

the century when humanity put aside differences and collaborated to save the 

planet. 

 

16. The second lesson is that we are all equal before Mother Nature and we 

primarily depend on our fellow residents for survival and growth. Coronavirus does 

not recognize any artificial divisions created by human society. This reinforces the 

belief that we need to rise above all man-made differences, prejudices, and 

barriers. Compassion and mutual help have been adopted as basic values by the 

people in India. We need to further strengthen this virtue in our conduct. Only then 

can we create a better future for all of us. 

 

17. The third lesson is about augmenting health infrastructure. Public hospitals and 

laboratories have been leading the fight against COVID-19. Public health services 

have helped the poor cope with the pandemic. In view of this, public health 

infrastructure needs to be expanded and strengthened. 

 

18. The fourth lesson relates to science and technology. The pandemic has 

highlighted the need to accelerate developments in science and technology. 

During the lockdown and subsequent unlocking, information and communication 

technology has emerged as an effective tool for governance, education, business, 

office work and social connect. It has helped meet the twin objectives of saving 

lives and resumption of activities…..” 

 

To read a complete speech, please click the link:  

https://presidentofindia.nic.in/speeches-detail.htm?814 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, 

home to the President of 

India in New Delhi 

https://presidentofindia.nic.in/speeches-detail.htm?814
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In his address on the occasion of the 74th 

Independence Day, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi urged the nation to walk on the path of 

self-reliance.  He reminded the country of 130 

crores people to its resolve to turn every crisis 

into an opportunity.  

  

“….I can see the dawn of a new era for India, 

rise of new self-confidence, a bugle of echo of 

self-reliant India...”    

  

“You must have noticed that special stress has 

been laid in National Education Policy on 

National Research Foundation because in 

order to progress, the nation needs to 

innovate. Higher the stress that will be laid on 

innovation and research, greater would be the 

strength to take India forward in this 

competitive world…”- Prime Minister Modi 

  

  

 

Independence Day of India 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressing the 

Nation at the ramparts of Red Fort in New Delhi on the 

occasion of 74th Independence Day. 

  

 

 

Excerpts from PM’s Speech:-  

“…..Today, we are able to live in an independent 

India because of the sacrifices of millions of sons and 

daughters of Mother India. This is an occasion to pay 

tribute to the freedom fighters, martyrs and brave 

souls and their spirit and dedication to free Mother 

India….. 

 

……It is very natural that health sector draws attention in this period of Corona pandemic. As such, the 

biggest lesson of self-reliance has been taught to us by the Health Sector during this crisis…..……. 

 

…….The National Digital Health Mission is also being launched from today. It will bring a new revolution in 

India’s Health Sector. Technology will be used prudently to reduce the challenges in treatment………. 

 

…… India has shown that the march towards development is possible by balancing the environment. 

Today India is inspiring the entire world with its vision of one world, one sun and one grid, particularly in 

the field of solar energy. India has established itself as one of the five countries in the world in the 

generation of renewable energy…..  

 

……My dear citizens, India has as much commitment to make its security apparatus & armies strong as it 

has for establishing peace & harmony. Mammoth steps have been taken in the field of defence 

production, to make self-reliant India…..…………… 

 

………Our policies, processes, products- everything must be par excellence, the best, and then only the 

idea of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ can be achieved. ……………” 

For full speech of the Prime Minister, please click the link:  

 https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pms-address-to-the-nation-from-the-ramparts-of-the-

red-fort/ 
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Government of India’s Initiatives 
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Jammu & Kashmir 

Set like a jewelled crown on the map of India, Kashmir is a multi-

faceted diamond, changing its hues with the seasons - always 

extravagantly beautiful. Two major Himalayan ranges, the Great 

Himalayan Range and the Pir Panjal, surround the landscape from 

the north and south respectively. They are the source of great rivers, 

which flow down into the valleys, forested with orchards and 

decorated by lily-laden lakes. 

  

 

The Mughals aptly called Kashmir ‘Paradise on Earth’ 

where they journeyed across the hot plains of India, to 

the valley’s cool environs in summer. Here they laid, with 

great love and care, Srinagar’s many formal, waterfront 

gardens, now collectively known as the Mughal 

Gardens. They also patronized the development of art & 

craft among the people of Kashmir, leaving behind a 

heritage of exquisite artisanship among these people 

and making the handicrafts of the land prized gifts all 

over the world. 

  

 
Kashmir is a land where myriad holiday ideas are 

realized. In winter, when snow carpets the mountains, 

there is skiing, tobogganing, sledge-riding, etc. along 

the gentle slopes. In spring and summer, the honey-

dewed orchards, rippling lakes and blue skies beckon 

every soul to sample the many delights the mountains 

and valleys have to offer. Golfing at 2,700 m above the 

sea, water-skiing in the lakes and angling for prized 

rainbow trout, or simply drifting down the willow fringed 

alleys of lakes in shikaras and living in gorgeous 

houseboats are some of the most favoured ones. 

  

 
Shikara Boat Ride in Dal Lake: The Dal is famous not only for its beauty, but for its vibrance, because it sustains 

within its periphery, a life that is unique anywhere in the world. The houseboat and shikara communities have 

lived for centuries on the Dal, and so complete is their infrastructure on the lake, that they never have to step 

on land! Doctors, tailors, and bakers - you'll see them all in tiny wooden shops on the lake, near picturesque 

vegetable gardens and acres of lotus gardens. A shikara ride is one of the most soothing, relaxing aspects of 

a holiday in Kashmir. 

  

 

 

 



6 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jammu & Kashmir 

Skiing is one of the prime attractions in Kashmir and is apt for adventure 

seekers looking for a day of fun and exciting amidst the valleys of Kashmir.  

Gulmarg is accredited as the highest cable car enabled ski resorts in the 

world mainly due to a Gondola Cable Car Lift that was setup here. 
 

Kashmir offers a unique opportunity to play golf in 

invigorating surroundings, where the wind whispers 

through enormous trees of chinar and stately pine. In 

the verdant golf courses at Srinagar and Gulmarg, you 

will be able to play for longer hours than you can in the 

plains because of the lower temperatures – Srinagar’s 

highest temperature seldom goes above 35°C.  

  

 

The hot spots for mountain biking are Srinagar to 

Gulmarg, Gulmarg to Pahalgam, Pahalgam to 

Srinagar, Srinagar to Sonamarg, Sonamarg to Wular / 

Manasbal lake and back to Srinagar .The Srinagar - Leh 

highway gives you a chance to conquer the mighty 

Himalayas through ten mountain passes.  

  

 

With the intricate network of mountain rivers flowing through 

a myriad of different colours of rocky gorges, forests, flowers 

and high mountain villages, the Lidder River Pahalgam 

provide ideal locales for the perfect water adventure.  

  

 

The popular peaks of Ladakh and Kashmir where 

mountaineering expeditions are organized on a 

regular basis are Apsarasas, Chong Kumdan, 

Teram Kangri Group, Tughmo Zarpo and Saser 

Kangri. Places like Pahalgam, Gulmarg and 

Sonamarg serve as base camps for trekking tours 

to mountain peaks.  

  

 

You can find several journey clubs in Jammu, Sanasar 

and Batote that provide paragliding amenities. 

paragliding in Kashmir is a popular adventure sport 

that attracts tourists to Kashmir. In Jammu and 

Sanasar, correct instruction camps for paragliding 

and parasailing are organized. Paragliding 

equipment are simply offered on the tourist 

workplace in Jammu as well as the regional 

companies in Jammu and Sanasar.  
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Jammu & Kashmir 

Jammu & Kashmir is known for its 
many picturesque locations and 
landmarks. Bungus, a lush green 
meadow is situated in the lap of 
Himalayas, at an altitude of around 
10,000 ft. above the sea level. It is 
around 160 kms from Srinagar, and 
just 48 kms from district 
headquarter Kupwara. This valley 
is about 20 km long and 15 km 
wide.  

 
Patnitop is located in the Lower 
Himalayan Range close to the 
Pir Panjal range, 47 km from 
Udhampur and 112 km from 
Jammu.  

 

 

 

 

 

Traversing the pine- covered 
mountains of Pir Panjal range, the 
boisterous waters of Vishav river 
tumble down straight 25 metres 
below at Aharbal creating a 
waterfall.. 

TULIP GARDEN in Kashmir is 
Asia's largest tulips garden. The 
tulip garden, formerly known as 
Siraj Bagh , is located at the 
foothills of Zabarwan mountains 
and on the banks of Dal lake.  

 

 

Mansar is situated 64 kms from Jammu 
off the Jammu-Pathankot Highway. It’s a 
very picturesque lake with pine 
forested hills surrounding it on all sides. 
A peculiar feature of the lake is the 
presence of a large number of huge 
turtles in the lake. 

 

 

Lolab valley, locally known as ‘Wadi-
e-Lolab’ is known for its fruit 
orchards, lake, springs and lush rice 
fields. It is located at a distance of 120 
kms from Srinagar in Kupwara 
district.  

 

 

Surrounded by thickly wooded forests, 
Tosa Maidan is situated about 10 kms 
from Khag in the mountains of the Pir 
Panjal range. The pristine Tosa Maidan 
valley has been a tourist attraction for 
last so many years. Due to its gorgeous 
landscape and pleasantly cool breeze 
during the summers, visitors throng 
the place in hordes. 

With one of the best ski slopes in Asia, 
Gulmarg is the most popular skiing 
hotspot in the country. It is ranked 7th 
among skiing and snowboarding sites 
in Asia, and has also received the Best 
Ski Destination award from CNN 
International. 
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Jammu & Kashmir 

About Kashmir Shawls it is said "Of all Indian textiles none 

excels in beauty, colour, texture and design as the famous 

Kashmir Shawl". 

Shawls are produced by two techniques, loom woven or kani 

shawls and the needle embroidered or sozni shawls. 

The basic fabric is of the three types - Shah Tush, Pashmina 

and Raffal. Shah Tush (King of wool) passes through a ring 

and is also known as Ring shawl. It comes from a rare Tibetan 

antelope living at a height of over 14000 ft in the wilds of the 

Himalayas. Pashmina is known world over as cashmere wool, 

it comes from a special goat (Capra hircus) living at an 

altitude of 12000 to 14000 ft reared by shephered nomads 

around famous pongkong lake in close vicinity of western 

Tibet. Raffal is spun out of marino wool tops and is a popular 

type of shawl. 

  

 The shawls are embroidered in floral motifs, various designs available range from Neemdoor, Doordaar, Paladaar, 

Baildaar, Jaalis and Jammas, with the help of needle. Where as kani shawls are woven on looms with the help of kanis. 

Kanis are small eyeless bobbins used instead of the shuttle. 

John lrwin in his well-known book, "Kashmir Shawls' says." The local tradition held so far is that the founder of the shawl 

industry was Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin (1421-72). Some other writers on the subject trace the origin of the industry to earlier 

times. 

  

 
The origin of hand knotted carpets locally known as "Kal baffi" dates back to 15th century 

after which it progressively attained the high degree of perfection. It is said that Sultan Zain-

ul-Abidin brought carpet weavers from Persia and central Asia in to Kashmir to train the local 

inhabitants.  

  

 
Carpets from 200 knots to 900 knots/sq. inch both in wool 

& silk yarn have attained such excellence that they rank 

amongst the finest in the world. The loom used in Kashmir 

carpet weaving is composed of two horizontal wooden 

beams between which the wrap threads are stretched, 

one beam in front of the weaver and the second behind 

the first. The difference between a carpet and other 

hand woven rugs lies in the fact that short lengths of the 

thread or yarn are tied to wrap chains to form the pile of 

the carpet. These are commonly called knots though it is 

a loop rather than an actual knot.  

 

Carpets in 18x18, or 20x20 knots per sq. inch are commonly made in Kashmir. Some very fine silk carpets in different sizes 

have been created with density of knots as high as 3600 knots per sq. inch but these are rare Exhibits, of skill and mainly 

made for display or museum pieces. Kashmir also excels in manufacture of silk carpets. Designs and patterns in Kashmir 

carpets continue to be predominantly inspired by classical Persian and Central - Asia rugs.  

  

 

There are different types of knots and in Kashmir the Farsi baff and the Persian system known 

as Sehna, or Sinneh, knot is originally used.  
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Jammu & Kashmir 

Dance and music bring people closer as we all share the universal 

desire to be happy and live in harmony with each other. People of 

different clans, regions and beliefs have developed various forms of 

dance and music showcasing their culture and traditions over the 

years. Jammu & Kashmir has a very rich tradition of dance and music 

for all kinds of celebrations.   Given the rich culture and heritage of 

Jammu & Kashmir, it is simply impossible to even make a concise 

reference of all types of music and dances prevalent in the region.  

Nevertheless, a mention to a few can be made here. 

 

Sufiana music and dance is common to find in Jammu & Kashmir as Sufism is a long history in Kashmir. 

Popular among folk dances are Bache Nagma and Rouf. Bache Nagma dance is performed by men especially 

during harvest and marriage functions. Rouf is one of the oldest forms of folk dances performed by women.  

Women dressed in colourful clothes and exquisite embroidery and their hands around the shoulders of each 

other move gracefully to the tune of music and songs.  The performance often marks the coming of spring and 

Id Ul-Fitar and Ramzan Days. Other popular folk-dance forms of Kashmir is Bhand Jashan.  

 

A world-renowned musician from Jammu 

& Kashmir, Abhay Rustam Sopori’s name 

is synonymous to music. As rightly 

mentioned in his webpage: 

https://abhaysopori.com, “Versatile is one 

word that describes Santoor Maestro and 

Music Composer Abhay Rustum Sopori. 

He is the youngest classical musician to 

compose and conduct orchestras, choral 

music, Sufi and folk music ensembles, and 

has also been the youngest recipient of 

almost all the awards that he has received in 

recognition of his outstanding contribution 

and achievements in the field of music…”  

 

 

Abhay’s performance side by side the legendary 

music maestro Zubin Mehta in Kashmir in 2013 made 

Kashmiri music popular in the world of music.  

 

https://abhaysopori.com/
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Jammu & Kashmir 

The two must-have tea varieties in 

Kashmir are Noon chai and kahwah. 

While the former is made of milk, soda 

and salt, and is uniquely pink, the latter 

is a type of green tea made with spices 

like almonds and walnuts. 

  

 

Nadeir ( lotus stem ) Yakhni a mild dish of yoghurt-based 

gravy, predominantly seasoned with cardamom seeds, 

bay leaves and cloves.  

  

  

  

 
 

 

The scenic beauty of Kashmir is matched by its heavenly food. Influenced by different cultures and 

traditions of Kashmiri Pandits, Muslims and Mughals, Kashmiri cuisine consists of many exquisite 

vegetarian and non-vegetarian dishes. The primary ingredients include liberal use of spices like 

cinnamon, cardamom, cloves, ginger and fennel that are generally considered to keep body warm 

in cold weather. Kashmiris use a lot of mustard oil and desi ghee (clarified butter). There is also an 

ample use of curd in most of the dishes.  

 

Dum Aloo: A recipe that's easy and extremely satisfying. 

Golden fried potatoes are mixed with yogurt and 

aromatic spice to give an amazing red curry. 

 

 

 

A part of traditional Kashmiri cuisine, wazwan is a 36-

course dinner spread that has all meat-based dishes. 

Its preparation is considered as a point of pride in the 

Kashmiri culture.  

 

 

 

Kashmir is known for 
its wonderful food 
and for its food loving 
people! 

Kashmir is famous for dry fruit and 
spices be it saffron, raisins, blueberries, 
cashews, dry walnuts, cumin seeds, 
fennel seeds and cardamom or red 
chillies. 

 

Be it the mouth-watering wazwan, 
winter delicacy of harissa or the 
famous street food of Kashmir, 
oblivious to calorie count; the street 
food here without a doubt is great! 
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Consulate’s outreach activities 

Marking the 74th Independence 
Day, CGI had organized a 
competition in which the 
participants could submit a one-
minute video message on how 
they celebrated Independence 
Day this year in the 
unprecedented crisis of COVID-
19.   The Indian community 
responded overwhelmingly by 
sending in a number of video 
clips.  
 

 

  

 

Reaching out to the 

students’ community 

 Consul General Dr. Amit 

Telang interacted over a 

webinar with representatives 

of several Indian students 

associations present within 

the jurisdiction of the 

Consulate. Consul General 

appreciated the student 

community for their solidarity 

and support during the 

lockdown period especially in 

helping fellow students and 

stranded Indians.  

 

 

Consulate General of India, 
Frankfurt celebrated 
Independence Day with safety 
protocols and social distancing 
norms in place. On this occasion, 
Consul General Dr. Amit Telang 
hoisted the national flag and read 
out the President address to the 
nation. Consul General conveyed 
his best wishes to the Indian 
community in Frankfurt on the 
occasion of 74th Independence 
Day of India and sought their 
continued support in 
strengthening the bonds of 
friendship between India and 
Germany. 
 

 

The 1st Prize winner in adult 
category was Ms.Sowmya 
Reddy Shamanna while Mr. 
Antariksh Bhardwaj grabbed 
the 2nd Prize. Please check out 
the video linked with the 

picture. Among children, the 

1st prize went to Debaditya 

Dey and the 2nd and 3rd 

Prizes were won by Pia 

Singh and Aravi Budhania 

respectively. 

He mentioned that the 
Indian students were an 
important pillar in 
Consulate’s efforts to 
promote India-Germany 
relations especially in 
the fields of scientific 
research and economic 
development. 

Video%20Link-%20https:/www.facebook.com/ConsulateGeneralofIndiaFrankfurtGermany/videos/2571450246502113/
https://www.facebook.com/ConsulateGeneralofIndiaFrankfurtGermany/videos/313540100081104/
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Consulate’s outreach activities 

Staying connected with community 

and Friends of India. 
CGI Frankfurt organized a meeting of the Friends 

of India on 21st August 2020, an umbrella group 

of Indian community Associations. Many 

representatives of Indian associations attended the 

meeting and shared their experience of facing the 

ongoing pandemic. FoI coordinators shared their 

experiences about the assistance provided by the 

Indian community members to the stranded 

Indians during the Covid-19 lockdown period and 

their contribution to the efforts made by the 

Consulate during evacuations under the ‘Vande 

Bharat’ initiative of the Government of India. 

They also shared details of their socio-cultural 

activities for the welfare of the Indian community 

in the regions under the jurisdiction of Consulate 

General of India, Frankfurt. 

  

 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Amit Telang, Consul General of 

India in Frankfurt, appreciated the exemplary work done by 

the Indian community organisations under the FoI rubric and 

offered them full support in all their initiatives for the welfare 

of Indian community in the region. He also underlined the 

contribution of the Indian community members in the 

furtherance of the Consulate’s efforts in promoting and 

strengthening India-Germany relations.  

 

He encouraged FoI to work closely with the Consulate on 

various GoI initiatives including Prime Minister Modi’s 

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ to create linkages between leading 

Indian and German companies, institutions and enterprises. 

  

 

Let’s Connect: Live with CGI Frankfurt 

 Encouraged by an extremely positive response to our last 

Lets Connect series, the Consulate relaunched its Live 

Facebook sessions featuring Indian classical singers and 

dancers in the month of August and September. Live 

sessions have been held every Friday starting from 14 
August and will continue in September as well.  We will be 

covering our Lets’s connect initiative more in our 

September issue. 

  

  

 

The inaugural session of our second edition of Lets 

Connect was done by Maharaja Trio, renowned 

classical music performers from Varanasi.  
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Consulate’s outreach activities 

A team from Consulate General of India, Frankfurt led by Consul 

General Dr. Amit Telang visited NRW on 23 August 2020. The 

highlights of the visit were the 416th Shri Guru Granth Sahib Prakash 

Purab celebrations by Gurudwara Nanaksar in Essen and 

Ganeshotsav celebrations by Marathi Mitra Mandal, Germany eV. CG 

noted that NRW is home to one of the most vibrant and successful 

Indian community who have left an indelible mark on socio-

cultural landscape of NRW. 

  

 
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Telang 

commended the selfless social work performed by 

the Gurudwara Nanaksar in promotion and 

preservation of the Sikh culture and the Punjabi 

language.  

  

 

He also met the representatives from the 

Deutsche-Indische Gesellschaft and student 

representatives of Duisburg-Essen Students 

Association. During the interaction the 

representatives briefed about their activities, 

especially the assistance provided by them to 

Indian students and stranded citizens during the 

Covid-19 crisis.  

.  

  

 CG thanked all the representatives for their 

continued cooperation and support to the 

Consulate and reiterated that the CGI, 

Frankfurt would like to continue and expand 

the cooperation to strengthen India-NRW 

relations, including under the India meets 

NRW initiative 
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Obituary to former President of India, Pranab Mukherjee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late Shri Pranab Mukherjee 

Former President of India 

11.12.1935 — 31.08.2020 

  

India pays homage to former President of India, Late Shri Pranab Mukherjee who passed away in 

New Delhi on 31st  August 2020.  

 

Shri Pranab Mukherjee was sworn in as the 13th  President of India on 25th July 2012. In his more 

than five decade long political career, he served the country on several key ministerial portfolios 

including that of Finance and Defence and Foreign and Minister and contributed immensely to 

India`s growth and progress. Recognizing his exemplary service to the nation, he was awarded 

with Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian honour of the country in 2019.  

  

Shri Mukherjee was born on December 11, 1935 in the state of West Bengal. He graduated from 

the University of Kolkata and began his career as teacher and journalist before joining politics. 

Mukherjee was elected to India's Upper House of the Parliament (Rajya Sabha) five times from 

1969, and twice to the Lower House of the Parliament (Lok Sabha) from 2004.  He is survived by 

two sons and a daughter. 

 

As a leading statesman of the country, Shri Pranab Mukherjee will always be remembered for his 

legacy of building consensus on a range of critical issues amongst various political parties that 

form part of India’s multi-party democracy.  
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